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Sometime in the
evening hours, a
fire began to
smolder in an
upstairs bedroom.
By the time the
flames were
noticed by
neighbors, there
was no hope of
saving the 118year-old
farmhouse.
For John and Mary Estep, happiness is knowing that in the body of
Christ mutual aid and sharing still
exist. It was late Saturday afternoon, almost three months since the
Estep's home had been lost in a
chimney fire. Standing at the site of
the foundation for a new home,
John shook his head in grateful
amazement. Almost all the work for
the foundation had been completed
in one day when about 25 friends,
family members, and brothers and
sisters in the Lord shared in a literal

labor of love. "I can hardly believe
we got this much work done in just
one day," John marveled. Mary
said, "We are so grateful for what
God has done for us, through all
these kind people."
The Estep story is one that needs
to be shared. It is a story of God
working all things together for good,
even the tragic loss of an old home.
It is a story that demonstrates that
the God who knows the needs of the
sparrow also knows and meets the
needs of his children. It is a story that

0 ™ 8
in a
I i m e of N e e d
by Daniel Houck

confirms the Scripture that says
when one part of the body suffers,
we all suffer.
It was January 18, 1985. The
Esteps were on their way to Florida
to visit family. Sometime in the evening hours, a fire began to smolder in
an upstairs bedroom of the Estep
home. By the time the flames were
noticed by neighbors, there was no
hope of saving the 118-year-old farmhouse.
The Esteps were contacted in Virginia. Forced to cut their vacation
short, they were in shock as they
drove up their drive to see their longtime home smoldering in a heap of
rubble. Gone were the family photographs. Gone was John's favorite
fishing tackle. Gone were the many
gifts from children and grandchildren. Gone were the many big and
small things that made this home
distinctly theirs. But soon they began
to focus not on what they lost, but
rather on what they still had. They
still had their Lord; they still had
their family; they still had their
church.
Almost immediately the offers of
help began to arrive. Donations of
clothing and money, and offers of
2
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housing began to stream in. It was
overwhelming at first. We were all
amazed at the good-heartedness of
people in response to a tragic need.
Unfortunately, the individual kindnesses would not even begin to dent
the great financial loss. Insurance
did not begin to cover the value of
the old home, let alone replace it.
Something more had to be done.
I was aware of the FOCUS Grant
Program of Mennonite Mutual Aid.
I called my representative and he put
me in touch with John Lichty in
Goshen, IN. The response of MMA
was quite favorable. We were excited to learn that they would match
dollar for dollar the love gifts of any
Brethren in Christ or Mennonite
church, up to $ 1,000 for each participating congregation. Shenk's Brethren in Christ Church (the Estep's
home congregation) was the first
church to participate. We raised
over $3,400 in a Sunday morning
love offering and MMA matched it
with $1,000.
If little Shenk's Church could
raise $3,400, I thought, there's no
telling what other churches in the
area might be able to do. So I sent
out letters. I began to receive responses from Palmyra, Harrisburg,
Skyline View, Fairland, Mt. Pleasant, Manor, and Cross Roads. The
Board for Brotherhood Concerns
added $1,000. All of a sudden, the
contributions exceeded the $10,000
mark.
While all of this exciting news was
happening, there was yet another
chapter in the Estep family's life.
John, who is on permanent disability with a severe heart condition,
began having chest pains again. That
which we feared did happen on February 17. John had another heart
attack and was rushed to Hershey
Medical Center. The doctors discovered that 90 percent of his heart had
been blocked and, if he was to live
out the week, he would need heart
surgery.
On February 20, John had four
heart bypasses performed. The operation, scheduled for five hours, only
took three. The doctors said that
John was a model patient and that
July 1985
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Above: T h e newly-constructed home.
Right: J o h n and Mary open gifts at a
s u r p r i s e s h o w e r held at the
Shenk's Church.

the surgery could not have gone any
smoother. We knew why! It was a
result of mutual aid of another kind!
Hundreds of Christians on prayer
chains in churches of many denominations were all praying for John
and his surgeons. Their prayers were
so effectual that in less than seven
days, John walked out of the hospital with his wife. Two weeks to the
day after his attack, John was back
in worship services at Shenk's.
Now everyday seems like a new
adventure in relation to the Estep
situation. A local furniture store
called the family to say they were
welcome to select three full rooms of
furniture at no cost. Our junior and
4

senior high Sunday school class sold
407 dozen donuts to raise over $300
for the family. Early in June, the
entire Sunday school plans to have a
housewarming shower for John and
Mary.
We all have been blessed to see the
brotherhood at large respond to the
Estep tragedy. We have seen the
wonderful value of being a part of a
larger body. Too often Christians
look at their denomination as a cold
organizational machine, much like
they view the federal government.
People get the idea that the only
purpose for the government or the
denomination is to take and to spend
their hard-earned money.

But the response by the Brethren
in Christ Church and MM A to the
Estep's need confirmed that the
church is still a church of its people,
by its people, and for its people.
There is still, embedded in the very
core of what it means to be Anabaptist, the realization that we are all a
family. We do, indeed, have responsibilities one to another. We care! We
share! We love! I pray that we never
lose this concept of what it means to
be the church. May we never get lost
in our organization so that we lose
sight of the needs of people. May we
never get lost in our organization so
that we lose sight of the needs of
people. May we never hand over to
the federal government the blessing
and the responsibility of caring for
our brothers and sisters in their time
of need!
•
Daniel Houck is the pastor of Shenk's
Brethren in Christ Church, near Elizabethtown, Pa.
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Steeple
Sitters
by Mary Ellen Drushal

When you were a child, did you
ever walk across the yard looking
through the large lenses of binoculars? I did that once and promptly
walked into a tree! Observing scenes
through the large lenses sufficiently
distorts one's perspective to make
things appear a distance away when
in reality they are much closer.
The same visual distortion occurs
within the church, especially evangelical churches. Constituents within
these churches scrutinize Scripture
through binoculars and even magnifying glasses to conclude that God's
Word is inerrant, infallible and the
only sufficient guide and foundation
for ministry. God's Word is truth
and therefore the only rule for practice. So why does the whole counsel

of God go unnoticed? Do evangelical believers become "steeple sitters"
and peer at their world through the
large end of the binoculars?
In Matthew 22:34-39, a lawyer
quizzed Jesus regarding the most
significant commandment in the
Law. He said there were two: love
the Lord your God with your whole
being and love your neighbor as
yourself. Certainly believing Christians love God and his Word, the
historic family album. But loving
your neighbor as yourself creates a
different dilemma. That implies we
must first love ourselves and then
translate that love from God to our
neighbors through observable and
demonstrative acts of love.
Do we love ourselves? Do we
adequately love and care for our
neighbors? What constitutes a corporate response to these commandments?
(next page, please)
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Right now, while you are reading this, take out a
sheet of paper and begin to list how you and your
church reach out beyond the local congregation.
How many items are on your list—two, four,
seven? Or are there none listed?

Loving oneself

We are created in the image of
God. In Genesis 1:27 God states:
"And God created man in His own
image, in the image of God He
created him; male and female He
created them." We are his children
(John 1:12) created and gifted uniquely to serve him (1 Corinthians 12).
Frequently in the church, we are
warned that loving oneself immediately connotes the concept of pride
and Scripture speaks to this perversion ". . . do not think of yourselves more highly than you ought to
think . . ."(see Romans 12:3). Loving oneself directly reflects our understanding of the person of God, that
he is who he said, and that he can
and does do what Scripture records
(Ephesians 1:5-7). To not love ourselves amounts to blasphemy!
Love of neighbors

You may be saying to yourself,
"well, I can understand loving God
and loving myself through his revealed plan for me, but love my
neighbor as myself? Who is my
neighbor anyway?" Scripture gives a
very clear and distinct answer to that
question. When Jesus was sending
the disciples out as witnesses of the
truth they had seen, he instructed
them to begin "from Jerusalem"
(Luke 24:47) or right where they
were. In Acts 1:8, the instruction was
specific, Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, or right where you are, then
to the state, next the country, and
finally to the "remotest part of the
earth."
While "in Jerusalem" we are responsible to feed the flock, both spiritual and literal food (1 Peter 5:1-4).
We are commanded to care for and

help meet the needs of those believers around us in our congregation.
But unfortunately, most "steeple sitters" stop at this point. Brothers and
sisters, I fear we are sufficiently busy
and content in caring for the needs
of our own that we fail to exhibit
concern about those who live in the
next county or city, let alone the
adjacent state or foreign country. If
we believe God's Word to be true
and without error, then why do we
practice such a small portion of it?
Because we have such a high view
of Scripture, we often look down
our spiritual noses at more liberal
interpreters of the Word and at their
implementation of what is called
"the social Gospel." And yet, many
of them may fare better on the day of
Judgment because they did what
Jesus said, "to feed the hungry,
clothe and shelter the homeless, visit
the sick and imprisoned" (Matthew
25: 34-40).
Loving our neighbors as ourselves
requires more than witnessing to
them and bringing them, through
the power of the Holy Spirit, into the
fold of the Lord. We must also minister to their needs and sometimes
this precedes their coming to Christ!
Right now, while you are reading
this, take out a sheet of paper and
begin to analyze your individual and
your church's program of outreach
beyond the local congregation. Include on that list organized programs of the church as well as ministries that are carried on by one or
two individuals. The proof of what
I'm saying lies in the length of that
list. How many items are there—
two, four, seven, or are there none
listed?

Now, let's get specific regarding
this personal inventory. When was
the last time you or someone you
know visited a person in prison? List
the most recent person you visited in
a nursing home. How often has your
family invited a divorcee and children for a meal or an outing? How
recently did you take a meal to a
family experiencing some difficulty?
Throughout the week, does your
church have an empty nursery where
a day care center could be provided
for children of working parents?
By now you likely have one of two
responses—either the Holy Spirit
has convicted you of your own and / or
6
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By now you likely have one of two responses—
either the Holy Spirit has convicted you of your
shortcomings in implementing the loving Gospel
of our Lord, or you have become defensive and
angry and a heated rebuttal letter is forming in
your mind.
psalmist wrote a beautiful poem in
Psalm 91 to ease these expressed
anxieties. And God himself has promised his presence to those who serve
him (Matthew 28:20). Friends, admit
it—we are without excuse before the
Lord and our judgment will be quick
and sure on that day when we stand
before the Almighty God. Will our
excuses for not ministering in his
name stand up to his scrutiny?
Romans 6:16 states: "Do you not
know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one
whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness?" No equivocation can be gleaned from that statement. Either we serve God or Satan,
there is no half and half. How can we
love his Word and not obey it?
James reminds us to "prove yourselves doers of the word, and not
merely hearers who delude themselves" {James 1:22).
The church's response

your church's failings or shortcomings in implementing the loving
Gospel of our Lord, or you have
become defensive and angry and a
heated rebuttal letter is forming in
your mind. Often consciences are
salved by saying: "I can't minister to
someone in prison. It's too dangerous a place"; or "Offer shelter to
someone I don't know? Why I could
get mugged or killed"; or "Nursing
homes are depressing"; or "My
church will not provide a day care
facility, because we don't want to
provide parents with an easy out to
foist off their children on the church
while they work." Interestingly, the
July 1985

By faith, in faith, and through
faith, the challenge lies before each
reader to do the following:
1. examine your own commitment
to Scripture and all its teaching;
2. critically analyze your individual and then your church's response to loving neighbors;
3. evaluate the effectiveness of current efforts in meeting the needs
of individuals; and then
4. think creatively (that means beyond the traditional expectations) about specific ways you
and others in your congregation
might carry out our Lord's commands.
Be reminded that we teach little by

verbal prattle, but much by what we
do and are.
Loving neighbors takes time, energy, commitment, conviction, action,
and frequently receives criticism.
Jesus was well acquainted with the
critics of his day but that didn't deter
him from his task. Jesus ministered
to and met the needs of many outside his own covenant family or
group. There were no government
programs or subsidies to meet neighbors' needs. In fact, there might not
be today if the church had obeyed
Jesus' commands! Neighbors reside
in every community who will not
have their basic survival needs met
unless Christian carpenters, lawyers,
doctors, educators, plumbers, factory workers, and presidents of corporations become active in implementing God's Word.
It is time—in fact, past time—for
"steeple sitters" to come down from
their lofty perch and focus their
binoculars using the correct lens on
the issue and situations that face
neighbors. Love is not a noun, it is a
verb. John 14:15, instructs: "If you
love me, you will keep my commandments." Love translates into
obedience; obedience into conviction; and conviction into action.
Let us (both individually and corporately) be about the task of loving
our neighbors and ministering to
them in the name of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ!

The author is Assistant Professor of Christian Education at Ashland Theological Seminary. Biblical quotes are from the New
American Standard Bible. Reprinted by
permission from the Ashland Theological
Journal.

We need
each other
by Ken Letner

We need each other! In the fall of
19841 had an experience that taught
me that truth in a very humbling
way. Falling from a ladder onto my
back, I was hospitalized for several
days and greatly limited in movement for many more weeks. It was
an experience that would cause even
the most self-sufficient to realize his
or her need for others. From that
experience I gained a much greater
appreciation for Paul's message to
the Corinthians found in 2 Corinthians 8:1-15.
Three ideas came to mind as I
studied the passage and reflected on
"the fall." (1) We can't be preoccupied with thinking of how others can
meet our needs, for if we are, we
become ingrown, infected, or even
dead—not producing life. (2) Instead, our attention must be on that
which is almost directly opposite—
the plenty we have. That is, our
desire should be to give ourselves
away to others. This is where we
experience our greater needs being
met. (3) The giving of ourselves to
others must find its base in that
unexpected action of the Macedonians: "They gave themselves first to
the Lord and then to us."
Give yourself to the Lord. It seems
almost elementary to say this. Then
again, Jesus did tell us to be childlike
in our faith. How can we be used by
the potter unless we are molded by
him? How can he direct our steps as
we so often ask unless we are his?
Paul told the Corinthians twice in
Ken Letner is the executive director of the
Board for Congregational Life of the Brethren in Christ Church.
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his first letter, "You are not your
own; you were bought with a price"
(1 Cor. 6:20, 7:23). The Macedonians understood this, and in 2 Cor. 8,
Paul points out to the Corinthians
that the selfless giving of the Macedonians is a result of that understanding.
We must give ourselves first to the
Lord. We will be unable to give
wholeheartedly what is needed—
finances, assistance, a kind word,
affirmation, wise counsel, material
goods—unless we recognize our need
for the Lord. When you realize you
do not own yourself, it is easier to
risk giving that well-guarded part of
yourself that is needed by others. It
might be finances, or a part of you
that is hidden that would help
another, or . . . only you know
how best to finish that sentence.
After giving yourself to the Lord,
you then can and must give yourself
to others.
And now, brothers, we want
you to know about the grace
that God has given the Macedonian churches. Out of the
most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme
poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they
gave as much as they were able,
and even beyond their ability.
Entirely on their own, they
urgently pleaded with us for
the privilege of sharing in the
service to the saints. And they
did not do as we expected, but
they gave themselves first to
the Lord and then to us in
keeping with God's will" (2
Cor. 8:1-5).

These are but the first of 15 verses
that deal with the growing and learning experienced by the Corinthians
and the Macedonians in the realm of
giving, or generosity. I will concentrate more upon the fact that they
gave themselves, knowingly or unknowingly, to one another as well as
to others.
The Corinthians had made a
pledge: "Last year you were the first
not only to give, but also to have the
desire to do so" (8:10b). It was possibly as a result of hearing about the
Corinthian pledge that the Macedonians gave. Paul here shares the
Macedonians' example of giving to
encourage the Corinthians to follow
through on their pledge. In other
words, the words and actions of one
church were an encouragement to
the other. Together they gave for the
benefit of another—the Jerusalem
church, which was the mother
church.
One of the projects close to the
heart of the Apostle Paul was a collection for the church in Jerusalem.
It was from this church that missionaries had gone forth to proclaim
the gospel, and Paul realized that the
Gentile world owed them a debt of
gratitude.
The example of giving

The example for giving that the
Macedonians displayed is worthy of
noting. The Romans had stripped
the Macedonians of their goods and
sharply diminished the natural resources of the area. They were beggar poor. The word used in verse two
means "down-to-the-depths poverty." There was no one to declare a
state of emergency.
Yet these people, who were in
need themselves, heard of the emergency in Jerusalem and, "They gave
as much as they were able." This
giving was voluntary. One gets the
impression they were saying, "Please
let us give; we desire to be partners in
the ministry to the saints."
Paul was probably reluctant to
press those in Macedonia because he
knew of their extreme visible poverty. However, they demanded the
right to a share in meeting the need
in Jerusalem. They did it with "overEvangelical Visitor

flowing joy." It can only be explained
on the basis of their first giving
themselves to the Lord.
How was it possible for these destitute Christians to give to those
they did not personally know? The
answer is found 10 times in chapters
eight and nine: God's grace. Though
rendered in many different ways, the
basic idea revolves around what
Christ did for them.
What an example for giving the
Macedonians displayed!
Paul's counsel for giving

Paul provides four guidelines for
giving. The first is to give so there are
leftovers: ". . . as you excel in everything . . . excel in this grace of
giving" (8:7).
It is implied that their giving
would be of themselves, like the
Macedonians, and that their giving
would be outside themselves—their
own local body. To excel at something means to overflow, to be superfluous. In this context Paul is saying
to the Corinthians that they should
give with the idea of making Jerusalem over-rich, to provide in superabundance, to give so there are leftovers. Giving like Jesus did when he
fed the 5,000, and like the Heavenly
Father did in providing manna and
quail for the Israelites in the wilderness.
Second, give out of the sincerity of
your love for Christ.
The Macedonians gave out of
hardship, out of poverty, gratitude,
faithfulness, and out of cheerful and
sacrificial hearts. What motivated
them? They loved Christ because he
first loved them. Paul echoes that
thought in verse nine—"For you
know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that thought he was rich, yet
for your sakes he became poor."
Shouldn't we give of ourselves as an
act of our love for him?
Paul did not issue a command,
but he did make an appeal. He
points out the responsibility of the
Corinthians—which is ours as well.
Don't say, "I will (or won't) give to
the church because it is (or isn't)
meeting my needs," nor measure
your giving on the basis of a pastoral
or deacon visit, nor because you are
July 1985 9

le need friends to talk with, cry
with, and laugh with. We need friends
we can help and who can help us.
Brothers and sisters in the Lord need
each other. Each is unique. Each is
gifted for the service of the others.

I

feeling fed, not fed, or fed up. The
pastor, facilities, or programs of the
church should not be our criteria for
giving either of our finances or ourselves. Our criterion should be the
sincerity of our love.
Third, give according to your desire. That does not mean, "if you feel
like it." Nearly all of us know what
it's like to be stirred internally to
give, only to fall short as time passes
and the fire fades. The Corinthians
had made a commitment. They were
the first to give, quick to pledge;
Paul is calling them to follow through
on it.
Paul may even have wanted them
to go beyond their initial commitment, for he moves right into the
fourth word of counsel, which is to
give to the limits of your means. Certainly Paul wanted them to think
beyond the realm of finances. Commentator Alexander Maclaren notes:
Christian giving gives up to
the very edge of ability, and
sometimes goes beyond the
limits of so-called prudence.
. . . It is in trying to do what
we cannot do that we do best
what we can do. He who keeps
will within the limits of his
supposed ability will probably
not do half as much as he
could. While there is a limit
behind which generosity even
for Christ may become dishonesty or disregard of other
equally sacred claims, there is
little danger of modern Christians transgressing that limit,
and they need the stimulus to
do a little more than they think
they can do, rather than listen
to cold-blooded prudence. *
That's risky.
The motive for giving:
Equality

One giving here, another giving
there: this is not an exchange of
financial burdens but an equal sharing of them. The illustration Paul
uses in verse 15 (from Exodus 16:18)
is the equality of supply for the Israel* Alexander Maclaren, Expositions of the
Holy Scriptures (Grand Rapids: Baker Book
House, N.D.) vol. 14, p. 22.
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Paaul's emphasis

was not on what

was given, but
how. Often we
need to give
something of
greater value
than money—
ourselves.

ites in the wilderness. Although
some of the Israelites gathered more
and others less, the needs for all were
met. Miraculously, there was equal
provision, with neither surplus nor
deficiency.
Being a pauper or a prince, having
too little or too much of anything,
can breed self-pity or self-sufficiency—neither of which encourages
the sharing of a need or the giving of
one's self.
This passage speaks of a collection of money. The point emphasized concerning this giving, however, is not what was given but
how "out of poverty"; "they gave
of themselves"; they gave sacrificially; it cost them. The need of one was
met by the desire to give of the other.
Often money is not the answer. It
can be a whitewash, a placebo, a
camouflage. There are times when
financial gifts are given and need still
exists. Often there is little or no
financial need, but there is still need.
We must give of something of greater
value than money—ourselves.
John Donne's immortal statement
adds to this point:
No man is an island, entire
of itself; every man is a piece of
the continent, a part of the
main; if a clod be washed away
by the sea, Europe is the less
. . . . Any man's death diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind; and therefore never send to know for
whom the bell tolls; it tolls for
thee.

How much truer this is for the
church!
We need each other. Parents need
children; children need parents.
Wives need husbands; husbands need
wives. People need friends.
We need friends to talk with, cry
with, and laugh with. We need friends
we can help and who can help us. We
even need friends' criticism. A. W.
Tozer said, "Never be afraid of honest criticism. If the critic is wrong,
you can help him. If the critic is
right, he can help you."
Brothers and sisters in the Lord
need each other. Each is unique.
Each is gifted for the service of the
others. We will all need each other
eventually, as verse 14 points out:
"At the present time your plenty will
supply what they need, so that in
turn their plenty will supply what
you need. Then there will be equality."
You need the local body and the
local body needs you. There is no
replacement for a dynamic, personal
body of believers. The need for the
local body can be forcefully realized
if you are unable to worship with
others for a few Sundays.
Many of our brothers and sisters
are giving like the Macedonians and
according to Paul's counsel. They
are doing this because of special
financial needs in the brotherhood:
finances to support many of the
same kinds of ministries and missionary activities that were a part of
the Jerusalem church. Those who
are responding to that need are our
example as the Macedonians were to
the Corinthians.
The Lord's call to me and to you
is: Give yourself for the benefit of
others.
(1) We need our Lord!
Give yourself to him.
(2) We need our local body!
Give yourself to others.
(3) We need our brotherhood!
Give yourself so others can do the
work of ministry and mission that
expands so much more the ministry
and mission of your own local body.
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Keys to developing
congregational
ministries

by Owen H. Alderfer

Harriet Bicksler, editor of the
Board for Congregational Life page
in the Visitor, and I have been negotiating for a while relative to this
article. In a recent letter Harriet
wrote, "As you travel among the
churches, mostly in the Central Conference, of course, . . . what needs
for ministries do you see?' One's
mind automatically goes to such
concerns as ministries to youth, the
elderly, singles, the deaf, and ethnic
July 1985

groups. And these are important
concerns. However, as I travel
around, I deal quite a bit with prior
concerns that need to be addressed. I
should like to speak to these first,
and then touch on some more specific issues.
Several words present themselves
as I think of needs in ministry.
Surely, there are many others that
are important, but these come to
mind as crucial: vision, focus, and
flexibility. Without a proper appreciation for and application of these
concepts, effective ministry is frustrated. We may attempt a variety of
activities, but they will not become
ministries until they are based in
these qualities.
Vision represents the eyes that
view the potential for ministry. Without vision, needs do not come into

view, the grace and power of God for
ministry are hidden, and the hope is
lost for the agents to perform ministry. Phoneton Brethren in Christ
Church is a tiny congregation in
Southern Ohio; the Sunday school
classes are small and more teachers
are needed. In spite of the limitations, Pastor Gary Warden and his
wife, Diane, have a vision for the
need of Christian education for their
own children and the others that
come to Sunday school at Phoneton.
During the week Gary is a computer
programmer. With this vision in
mind and such skills available, Gary
saw possibilities for individualized
computer programs in Bible knowledge. So, Bible study has become
fun. Vision has brought an exciting
solution to an "impossible" situation.
We often run into these "impossible" situations in our congregational
life: resources are inadequate, space
is limited, we are not reaching new
people, and, well, you add the situation of your own congregation. Vision sees possibilities in the impossible situation and comes through
with creative solutions that make
ministry possible.
(next page, please)
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Focus follows vision and enables
us to target specific areas for ministry. Some congregations give little
thought to the specific tasks they
want to perform—or can perform.
Believing that their task is to minister the gospel to all people, they
attempt the task in such variety and
diversity that they do nothing really
well. No congregation—indeed, no
denomination—can do everything
that needs to be done in ministering
the gospel. This means that every
local church needs to consider and
determine its own philosophy of
ministry; that is, it must decide how
it can best minister and to whom.
From there it can discern and determine those ministries in which it can
best perform God's work in the
world.
Every congregation needs to study
its community, discover the needs
present, discern what it can do and
how it can serve that community.
People will stay away in droves as
long as we are not ministering at the
points of their need. Pastor Paul and
Esther Hess in the Western Hills
congregation, Cincinnati, along with
their congregation, have decided that
the church facility shall be open to
the community and as visible as possible through availability for community service. Western Hills is a
largely Roman Catholic area; the
only way these people will be touched
through this church is in an open
door and friendly neighbor policy.
When a diaper company asked for
the use of the church facility to contact mothers in the neighborhood,
Western Hills Brethren in Christ
gladly opened its doors. Every contact with the church is another potential contact for Pastor Hess and
the people of Western Hills.
Certainly, it is better for a congregation to do a few things and to do
them well than to try to do everything "like the big churches in the
neighborhood." In most communities there are identifiable spiritual
and personal human needs that are
being neglected. Vision spots them
and focus narrows in so that the
congregation can target its work
rather than operating by a shotgun
12

Knowing that we cannot focus
on everything, we search out
that which is most natural to us
and most needed by the people
to whom we should minister.
approach that tends to exhaust the
willing persons of the membership
with a multiplicity of activities. Often
there are persons in the local church
who have spiritual gifts in specific
areas. As such they are qualified and
ready to engage in specific ministries. Focus will keep such available
gifts in view while determining the
appropriate ministry for the body.
Flexibility is the third term that
concerns me in reflecting upon ministry in the congregations. In Central
Conference—and throughout the
denomination generally—Sunday
school is declining in proportion to
Sunday morning worship, Sunday
evening is poorly attended, and the
midweek service is threatened with
extinction in many places. Many
pastors and "the spiritual people" in
the churches are troubled by this
development. My conviction is that
what is needed is adaptation to the
new age in which we live. People will
make whatever effort is necessary to
participate in a program that speaks
to their need. Now, I am not blind to
the fact that the church is faced with
stiff competition from the media,
social activities, and work assignments, but I believe that we can be
creative in developing new kinds of
programs using different time spaces
so that the needs of people are
served. There is nothing sacred about
7:00 p.m. on Sunday evening or 7:30
p.m. on Wednesday; if another time
is better, find it. If another program
is better, use it.
I was in conference with a Central
Conference pastor not long ago as
he was wrestling with those precise

issues. His conviction was that people will not come to a Sunday evening service that looks like Sunday
morning's, and they will avoid a
Wednesday night program that looks
like both. He is making plans for
Sunday morning to be a time of
celebration and education, Sunday
evening a training period, and Wednesday—or whatever day of the week
works for the people—a time of ministering. His conviction is that people tend to get overfed and underexercised; he is concerned to change
that around. I applaud him and
anticipate more fruitful ministry because of the flexibility of the pastor,
program, and people.
When I think about ministry needs
among the Brethren in Christ, my
attention rather naturally turns these
days to ministering from our
strengths. I say, "naturally these
days," because "Ministering from
our Strengths" is the theme for the
Central Conference for the year
1985-86. The conference adopted
the theme as having relation to the
General Conference theme for the
biennium, "Living as Christ's Family." As Brethren in Christ we are
concerned to speak effectively to
human need today as expressed in:
(1) A caring and supportive Christian community, (2) loving relationships within a responsible fellowship, (3) mutual accountability within a disciplined body, (4) the significance and preciousness of the individual as a part of and contributor to
the whole, (5) the message of peace,
beginning with the individual and
extending to the whole world, (6)
Evangelical Visitor

concern for Christian marriage and
the Christian family, and (7) economic responsibility and stewardship relative to all God's gifts.
Such a list addresses many of the
deep needs for our troubled world.
In a closer look, one can detect that
these concerns are not at all new
with the Brethren in Christ today.
Indeed, they are heritage concerns
which emerged with the Brethren in
their beginning. They have been and
continue to be strengths in the Brethren in Christ witness. These can well
be pointed up as ministry concerns
for us. They represent the vision of
earlier generations carried down to
us across the years; they may well
incorporate the focus which we need
to address in our time; and they call
us to the necessary flexibility that
will enable us to minister to persons
in our contemporary world with all
its changes from the world of the
18th and 19th centuries.
Without question, I believe the
concerns stated in the above list are
strengths that have been a part of the
Brethren life and way from the beginning. They are keys to our existence
and progress. These are the principles that have bound us together,
have given us identity, and have
given us distinctiveness from other
Christian bodies. They are strengths
as they reflect the working out of
gospel truths, as they build Christian
character, and as they bind the body
together in oneness and wholeness.
Our history is the working out of
these traits as seen in the literature of
the Brethren from earliest times.
Stories of the church coming to the
aid of families in distress, of reconciliation between brethren for whom
ill will had become destructive of
Christian relationship, and of the
way of peace in a world that knows
little about peace—such stories bring
out these traits in the historical
record.
A glance over the list of strengths
brings to mind the fact that these
principles speak to needs widely felt
in our present world. People in a
world of individualistic and uncaring people are looking for a caring
community to which to relate. How
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often the testimony of new Brethren
in Christ indicates that the love and
care they felt among the Brethren
was the key to their coming to the
Lord and then to the church. And
yet these people who experienced
love among the Brethren were not
looking for cheap grace; they wanted
to be a part of a responsible fellowship—something to stand for and
believe in. When they found a fellowship of mutual accountability
and discipline, many felt that they
had discovered what they were seeking. The preciousness of the individual appeals to people in a time such
as ours when the individual is not
important—when the machine and
the company are important at the
expense of the individual.
The local congregation will do
well to consider these heritage
strengths as they identify the center
on which they will focus in their ministry. Knowing that we cannot focus
on everything, we search out that
which is most natural to us and most
needed by the people to whom we
should minister. And so friendship
groups are raised up here and there,
circles for friendship evangelism
emerge, and nursery school and day
care centers spring up so that the
neighborhood might be reached and
the church might become available
to an increasing number of persons.
It is always an exciting experience
to share vision with a congregation,
to see the people focus on a direction
in ministry, and then to meet the
needs of the time in accomplishing
the ministry designated. As felt needs
are addressed, new people are
reached and lives are touched effectively for Christ. In every community there are hurts waiting to be
healed, lonely people needing friendship, and spiritually oppressed people needing deliverance. Our task as
congregations is to discern the needs—
both within and outside the body—
and to bear the witness effectively to
minister where the needs are.
•

Owen Alderfer is Bishop of the Central
Conference and the bishop representative on
the Board for Congregational Life.

As a first time Sunday School
leader . . . I welcomed the opportunity to share and discuss
the book with the class as it
clearly outlines and affirms the
fact that God has made provision for the holy life to be
experienced by all his children
through Jesus Christ. The
book skillfully brings into
focus issues we as Christians
deal with in our everyday lives
and reinforces the fact that if
we really desire our lives to be
vital and growing, God has
provided everything necessary
to fulfill that desire.
Mrs. Reatha McFadden—
Bridlewood
congregation

For a fresh approach to considering the broadest implications of the holy life, I strongly
recommend Luke Keefer Jr's
Everything Necessary. This
work is faithful to and clear on
scriptural truth concerning
both the crisis and process
involved in seeking and attaining that "holiness w i t h o u t
which no one shall see the
Lord."
Dr.Arthur W. Climenhaga

A vailable from your local Christian Light Bookstore or order directly from Evangel Press, P. O.
Box 189, Nappanee, IN 46550.
Price: $4.95 for book, $3.95 for
leader's guide. Quantity
discounts
available.

13

•

Sister Anne, formerly a Roman Catholic nun, was
converted through the radio broadcasts over
FEBC-Seychelles. She left the convent, walked the
highways and byways of South India, taking the
message of Jesus to all whom she met.
true account of one of her experiences,
told it to us.

by Leoda Buckwalter

It was a hot, dusty day in South
India. Anne pushed her neatly
combed hair back and looked in
some dismay at her clean white sari.
At least it had been clean, she
thought ruefully, and she stopped a
moment to straighten out the pleats.
Then continuing on her journey she
Leoda Buckwalter and her husband Allen
served the Brethren in Christ church in India
from 1939 to 1980, working with the Far
East Broadcasting Company since 1960. The
Buckwalters are presently serving as regional
directors for FEBC in Northeastern
United
States.
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wondered whether that gypsy village
would be around the next corner.
This intrepid Indian lady, trudging that sandy road, remembered
her concern for the gypsies and the
Lord's directive to her to come today
to witness to them. She neared the
encampment. Was no one around?
Had she missed the Lord's cue?
Where had everyone gone? Then she
heard a sweet, clear voice singing a
popular love song, learned no doubt
from some phonograph record. Anne
turned aside to see.
She found a little girl, about 10

years old, skipping outside a shanty
in the gypsy village. Bright black
eyes looked at the newcomer—eyes
twinkling with the joy of a vagabond
existence. She was half-naked, with
no shoes., and hair falling every
direction—no comb! "It doesn't really take much to make a person
happy," thought Anne.
"You like to sing, don't you?"
Anne asked.
"Oh, yes, Miss," responded the
girl.
"I like your singing. What is your
name?'
Evangelical Visitor

"Soma," laughed the girl. "They
call me that because I want to sing
and sing and sing."
"Where is everybody, Soma? Have
they all gone somewhere?'
"Yes, Miss. You see, we're gypsies
and everyone has taken the bears to
the villages to dance for the people.
Then they'll come back with money.
When all the villages have been
visited, then we'll go somewhere else.
We move a lot, you know." The little
girl's black eyes danced and she
added, "It's lots of fun."
"But why didn't you go along.
Soma? Don't you enjoy watching
the bears dance?'
"Of course! But it's almost time
for me to turn on the' radio at my
uncle's house, and I want to learn
some more new songs."
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"That's interesting! So you learn
your songs from the radio?'
"Yes, Miss! But my uncle is
grouchy and he makes me pay money
to listen to his radio."
"And do you think it is.s.o important to listen that you pay your uncle
money? You haven't much money,
have you, Soma?'
"I save it, Miss, because he won't
let me listen otherwise. I tried to
coax him to turn it on for me, but he
wouldn't until I paid him. Now he
lets me listen every day."
"Hmmmm . . ."Anne'sthoughts
whirled, and now she knew why the
Lord had sent her today. She pulled
up her shoulder-bag, looked in it
and pulled out a Far East Broadcasting radio program guide.
"You'd like to learn some new
songs, wouldn't you, Soma?'
"Oh, Miss, can you teach me new
songs? I want to learn all the songs I
can. I love to sing."

"Yes, Soma, you must always
keep on singing. You have a lovely
voice, and I can tell you where to
learn new songs—lovely songs. See,
here is a paper which tells you where
to find beautiful songs on your
uncle's radio. You take this to him
and ask him to find the right place
for you each day so that you can
hear beautiful music."
"Oh, I will, Miss," and clutching
the precious paper Soma skipped
away.
Anne walked on. The seed had
been sown; the harvest would come.
Several weeks later Anne again
walked past the gypsy village. She
wondered whether she could find
Soma. Suddenly, across the clear air
came a beautiful song, the song of
Jesus and his love!
A smile lit up Anne's tired face,
and with new spring in her step, she
continued her journey. Soma would
do what she could never do, thought
Anne. Soma would teach her people
about Jesus through the daily music
and messages over the air. And the
Lord would do the rest, for he is the
Lord of the Harvest.
•
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Exposing
friends
to
Christ
by John Moody

If we look at the last chapter of
Romans where Paul sends his greetings to his acquaintances, we see that
Paul had quite a wide circle of
friends. He writes to Phoebe, a
church helper from Cenchrea; Epenetus, his first convert in Asia; and
even his friends from the prison,
Andronicus and Junias. Apparently,
Paul was not only a soul-winner, but
a friend maker as well. He lived and
worked with a tight, dependable
group of devoted brothers and sisters—friends he had made throughout his traveling ministry.
I have had the honor here in
Japan to work with a growing group
of Christian young adults who remind me of Paul's circle of contacts.
Like Paul's group, they do not originate from one single congregation,
but several. Specifically, they are
members of the four Brethren in
Christ affiliated churches in the western suburb of metropolitan Tokyo.
Like Paul's group, we have both
men and women who are faithfully
serving the Lord. The average age of
the members of the four-church

John Moody has been making friends in
Japan since fall of 1983. He teaches conversational English classes based at the Nukui
Church.
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young people's group is approximately
25—probably a bit younger than
Paul's associates.
Finally, like Paul's cluster of
friends, these young Japanese Christians with whom I am privileged to
work are dedicated to Christ's cause—
glorifying God. The group's goal is
to create an atmosphere where Jesus
Christ can be illuminated to our
friends and contacts. This means
making a comfortable environment
of Christian fellowship that is open
and inviting to our non-Christian
friends. To accomplish this goal in
very culturally-different Japan is a
real challenge, but one we can do
with God's help.
Paul found some success in reasoning in the local synagogues; however, if we were to employ the same
method and visit some of our local
Shinto shrines preaching the Word,
it would be a somewhat culturally
rude gesture on our part. Therefore,
our group of Japanese Christians, in
an effort to create the aforementioned atmosphere of open, relaxed
Christian fellowship, usually plans
get-togethers in the form of a theme
party or social. For example, we
have Christmas parties, outdoor picnics, and even "speak English" parties. We find this one of the most
effective ways to do first-step evan-

gelization in Japan, that is, making
friends and contacts in the context of
the church.
Most Japanese are a bit hesitant
to come to a Christian church service on Sunday morning and hear a
"message." (This Japanese word is
the same as its English equivalent.)
However, our English students and
other friends are eager to accept an
invitation to a New Year's party or
other theme event where they can
experience some western culture and
use their English. This, then, is how
we achieve a mix of Japanese Christians and non-Christians for fellowship together.
For Jean Maedke, Kathy Kennedy, and myself (Brethren in Christ
Missions' current voluntary service
English teachers), the theme party is
one of the best ways to realize our
goal of bridging the gap between the
English program and the church.
The socials are an ideal environment
in which the students can get acquainted with the church members.
In addition, when we are out of the
classroom setting, we find it easier to
move away from student-teacher relationships and closer to friendfriend relationships with our students. This makes for open communication.
The Japanese young people's
group we work with has had a
number of these parties to date, but
the latest one, billed as a "traditional
American New Year's party" was
one of our favorites. The social was
designed to be a follow-up to our
Christmas events. Since the party
was to reflect American style, I was
asked to be the master of ceremonies. We played various games connected to two major themes: (1)
time, and (2) future goals. These are
two very important entities to the
Japanese people. Since New Year's
Day is generally a big event in oriental society (bigger than Christmas),
we had a good turnout.
After a rousing rendition of "He's
Got the Whole World In His Hands"
(most Japanese enjoy singing), we
played a game in which we shared
Evangelical Visitor
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our individual resolutions and goals
for the New Year. The responses
included: finding a job, finding a
girlfriend, earning lots of money,
reading the Bible more, loving others and striving to lead a right life.
Quite an obvious blend of both
worldly and Christian merits, wouldn't you say?! This was a splendid way
for the party-goers to see the spread
of values of those in attendance. The
Japanese Christians were very creative in finding a fun way to expose
what they feel to be worthy in life.
The party continued with some
more songs and games and a testimony from one of our Japanese brothers. The gatherings are always geared
to get people to think and communicate in a relaxed, open atmosphere.
This particular party was one of our
best attempts at creating a closeness
and openness among those that
came. We were also encouraged to
see the same people who came to
previous parties come out to enjoy
this one.
Please pray for us as we face the
challenge of more direct evangelism.
The parties are a fine first step, but
there is always the need to carry on
the gospel message in a way that
penetrates in a more heartfelt way.
As Paul relied on his good friends
to carry on his ministry, we missionaries must trust and rely on our Japanese brothers and sisters from the
group to meet the challenge of sharing Christ directly in their own
tongue. Please pray for this joint
effort to win souls for Christ.
Paul's friends were a help to him
personally and to his ministry. In the
same way, the young people from
the Brethren in Christ churches here
in Japan have been a help to me in
the English program ministry. Just
like Paul's ministry was multiplied in
the lives of his friends, pray that God
would continue to multiply my ministry in the lives of our Japanese
Christian brothers and sisters. Finally, if you, like Paul, are a friendmaker as well as a soul-winner,
maybe God is calling you to Japan!
Think about it, friend!
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Interested in
an exciting
Christmas and
New Year in Africa?
Leaving December 21 and returning January 7, this trip will
allowyou to spend Christmas on a mission station in Zambia,
visit Victoria Falls, spend three days in Kruger National Game
Park, travel the beautiful "garden route" from Port Elizabeth
to Cape Town, travel the world-famous Blue Train from
Cape Town to Johannesburg. The cost of $2395 includes
airfare, all travel and tours, and most meals.
For more information, contact Dr. Dorothy Gish, Messiah
College, Grantham, PA 17078, Phone (717) 697-1469, before
September 30. (P.S. We will help you secure passports and
visas.)
Limited to 20 single persons.
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G o d at w o r k in our w o r l d
New Life in Caracas
Martha Lehman Giles, Caracas, Venezuela
Easter Sunday was truly a time of
celebrating new life in Caracas! As
usual, Sunday night the Giles family and
their next door neighbors met for an
introductory Bible study of the Gospel
of Mark. We had just begun when the
wife asked, "What does it mean to be
born again?" Before they left that evening, both husband and wife had joyfully accepted the Lord. How we rejoice!
Pray for this family to allow Christ to
permeate all areas of their lives.

Allowance for advances
Edith Miller, Copperbelt
Secondary
Teacher Training College,
Kitwe,
Zambia
With a bit of searching, I found the
one place in Zambia where Thompson
Chain Reference Bibles can be purchased. Some students had seen mine,
and oh, how they wanted one for themselves! Could I buy Bibles for them, and
they repay me in installments? Their
monthly student allowances, the only
source of income some of them have

while in training, were not adequate to
cover even the purchase price, much less
have any left for stationery and personal
essentials. With the aid of the ministry
allowance provided by the Board for
World Missions, I felt I could grant their
request. Eleven students placed their
orders, indicating the terms on which
they could sacrifice from their monthly
allowances or some other sources to
repay me.
In a remarkably short time, I had the
Bibles in hand. I was able to give most of
them to the students before they left for
their five-week holiday. In fact, as I was
bringing them from town, I saw Christine standing by the road, waiting for the
bus to take her home. I pulled up beside
her, reached back to unseal the box of
Bibles, and gave her one. Had I been any
later, she might have had to wait until
the next term opened. Her enthusiasm
rewarded my efforts.
At the college, four students came to
my office at one time to get their Bibles.
Esther had told Peter that there was
good news: the Bibles had come! As I
was giving them a brief demonstration
on how to use the chain reference feature and was pointing out the many
Bible study helps, one of the fellows

Shinshimonoseki—First Baptism Ever
Ray Hock, Japan
"Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them . . . ." How we
rejoiced in God's blessing as we celebrated the baptism of three young adults
here at Shinshimonoseki in April! In a
special service following morning worship, Mr. Taguchi, Miss Yoshida, and
Miss Higuchi each gave personal testimony and indicated their intention to
follow Christ. Members came from
Yamanota, Nagato, and Hagi churches
to share in the joy of our celebration. We
conducted the baptism in the Japan Sea.
It was a beautiful, clear day and the sea
was calm for this celebration of God's
grace through which these three have
been born into the family of God.
These three young adults represent
the first fruits of our church-planting
efforts in Shinshimonoseki. For them
we are deeply thankful to God and to
the many who have so faithfully prayed
for the ministry here. We believe and are
praying that God will do even greater
things for us and establish his church
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firmly in this community. We invite you
to continue to pray for the churchplanting efforts here in Shinshimonoseki.
It is a great comfort to know that
along with the command to do crosscultural evangelism is that wonderful
promise that our Lord himself is with us
to bless our efforts: ". . . and lo, I am
with you always."

Applicants for Shinshimonoseki's first baptism: Miss Yoshida, Miss Higuchi and Mr.
Taguchi

raised his clenched fist, not in protest,
but as a sign of new power. Another
repeated several times, "Now there's no
excuse!" meaning, for not studying the
Bible. They were more excited than if
they had fallen heir to a newly-discovered
copper mine. How pleased I was to be
able to provide this thrill for them! Pray
that their eagerness will also be rewarded
in spiritual blessing and growth.

Students in government
school seek help
Edith Miller, Kitwe, Zambia
People prayed. (See the February
1985 World Christian Intercessors handbook, request #1.) I thank the Lord for
the increasing number of students who
feel free to come to my house for various
and sundry reasons. Because people
prayed . . .
Boniface came to ask if I'd bake a
cake for him before he left campus to go
out for teaching practice.
A number of girls on the Zambia Fell o w s h i p of E v a n g e l i c a l S t u d e n t s
(ZAFES) committee came to express
some disappointments at the way
ZAFES seems to be operating.
The ZAFES committee as a whole
came to give a report of the term's activities and to get suggestions for people
they could invite as guest speakers next
term. I sense that they are maturing in
Christ and in leadership roles. We ended
by praying specifically for their fellow
student for whom others were praying
on the same day according to the March
22, Missions Prayer Fellowship Challenge request.
A dozen young women came, at the
invitation of their ZAFES friends, for
an evening of candlelight fellowship, to
discuss problems young women face in
today's society.
Marie came to buy a copy of Daily
Guide. She wants to get back into the
practice of daily Bible reading. She
admitted that her spiritual life has been
declining. We prayed together as she
asked the Lord's forgiveness for her spiritual laxity and for his help in a renewed
relationship with him.
Leonard, the ZAFES prayer secretary, wanted assistance on what he
should be doing and how to do it.
These were home contacts. The Lord
has given other opportunities as students came to my office or as I gave
them rides to and from town. My daily
prayer continues to be, "Lord, use me
today."
•
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Council of International Ministries
faces dilemmas of modern missions
F o o d sits in the harbor and rots.
Sullen, befuddled officials "forget" to
haul it to their starving countrymen.
You are a relief administrator. Should
you run over people to make the program work? Or play by their rules at the
cost of thousands of lives?
A minority race oppresses the majority until revolts break out like chicken
pox. Should you rejoice that justice is
coming? Or remind the rich and poor
alike that casting out one evil does not
put a lesser one in its place?
A retired military officer becomes the
director of a missionary recruitment
convention you support. It takes a turn
to the political and religious right. Do
you pull out, stay, or bargain?
Thirty-two of the best-travelled Mennonites in the world gathered here to ask
these and similar questions. The globetrotting executives of overseas programs
unpacked their suitcases on May 21 and
22 to attend a biannual meeting of the
Council of I n t e r n a t i o n a l Ministries.
Working 12-hour days and allowing
themselves no vanities except long coffee breaks and frequent references to
their most recent administrative jaunts,
they huddled for a morning in Task
Forces (whose name they changed to
Area Committees) and then met as one
group to discuss decisions they face
daily.
Should they urge the Colony Mennonites (German-speaking immigrants
to South America) to change their radical policy of isolation in hopes that other
Mennonites in the southern continent
will not suffer guilt by association? How
can Mennonite World conference run
its travel f u n d without inviting jealousies, rivalries, and charges of favoritism?
How much insurance is enough to protect mission agencies f r o m lawsuits
which can run into seven-figure sums?
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While some of the executives measured the issues against Anabaptist theology, others considered the preferences
of their constituencies. Still others
worked with a let's-get-the-job-done-ina-spirit-of-cooperation pragmatism.
The sessions were called to order with
a teacher's bell and proceeded with the
barest of parliamentary decorum. Debate and commentary were mostly gentlemanly (the word is chosen advisedly
since only three women were present)
and rational. The business was predictably punctuated with prayers, devotions, and hymns.
Twenty-one Mennonite and Brethren
in Christ related agencies with overseas
programs make up the Council of International Ministries (CIM). A dozen of
them are the official mission agencies of
specific church bodies. Together, the
agencies represent a constituency of
roughly a quarter-million people. Their
combined budgets run to some 20 million U.S. dollars, and they place over
1,375 workers in four dozen countries.
The C I M , formerly the Council of
Mission Board Secretaries, began to
meet 27 years ago to rein in the Mennonite Central Committee which, in its
post-war exuberance, was expanding
without consulting the mission boards.
The mission agencies wanted to keep
word and deed (evangelism and relief,
mission and service) closely related.
Since the unity of word and deed was
seemingly taken for granted by all present, C I M has surely succeeded.
The C I M is a volunteer think tank for
mission board administrators. It runs
no programs of its own although it has
birthed several programs, such as China
Educational Exchange, which are jointly
administered by C I M agencies which
choose to participate. According to William Snyder, C I M is a "housekeeping

operation." There are times he wishes it
were more exciting.
In the fall, C I M meets in or close to
Chicago and in the spring at the member
agencies in rotation. This session was
held in the Salunga meetinghouse which
was built in 1893, the same decade the
earliest C I M agencies sent missionaries
overseas. When the Salunga congregation merged with neighboring Landisville Mennonite Church in 1954, its
building was given to the Eastern Mennonite Board of Missions.
Three men associated with C I M f r o m
its founding attended this meeting: Paul
Kraybill of Mennonite World Conference; Wilbert Shenk of the Mennonite
Board of Missions; and William Snyder
of Mennonite Central Committee.
Only a year ago the issue of merger
was fresh on the minds of several Mennonite bodies. Is the C I M a theater
where church merger is being tried out?
"In the western states practically all
new churches are bi- or multi-conference," said Paul Gingrich, president of
the Mennonite Board of Missions, Elkhart, Ind. "It (merger) simply is a matter
of necessity."
However, J o h n Lapp, executive secretary of the Mennonite Central Committee, said that conference-related programs "keep close to the constituencies."
"They really do represent a people," he
said.
Andrew Rupp, who announced his
retirement f r o m the Evangelical Mennonite Church Commission of Overseas
Mission, sounded the separate-is-better
theme in another way. "Sometimes we
can do things better alone," he said.
"Biblical unity is not observable merger
but a spirit of cooperation."—Glenn M.
Lehman, for
Meetinghouse.
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Anabaptists participate
in Houston '85

Twenty-five Mennonite and Brethren
persons representing the Brethren in
Christ, Mennonite Brethren, Church of
the Brethren, General Conference Mennonites, and Mennonite Church participated in Houston '85, the National
Convocation on Evangelizing Ethnic
America, April 15-18. The convocation
was called to come to terms with the
challenge of e v a n g e l i z i n g e t h n i c
America.
Church growth specialist Dr. C. Peter
Wagner asserted during his keynote
address that American ethnics are "underevangelized" compared to Anglos and
Blacks, even though ethnic Americans
can no longer be considered the minority in the U.S. Ethnic Americans, he
pointed out, now make up a majority in
25 major American cities. Dr. Wagner,
Professor of Church Growth at Fuller
Theological Seminary in Pasadena,
Calif., said American churches must
pledge more support to ethnic evangelism if they are to remain true to Jesus'
command to share the gospel with all
people. He also called on Christians to
offer a "holistic" gospel that deals with
"all aspects of need that ethnic people
have."
Over 700 registrants representing some
40 denominations sang, prayed, and
Adapted from news releases from the
Mennonite Board of Missions, the World
Evangelization Information Service, and the
National Convocation on Evangelizing Ethnic America.
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studied together in plenary and workshop sessions. The convocation, first of
its kind for North American Protestants, devoted attention to ten major
groups in the population and provided
insights and direction to those concerned
with their evangelization. Participants
had the opportunity to attend workshops dealing with those primary focus
groups: Middle Easterners, Hispanics,
Europeans, Carribeans, Native Americans, refugees and other new immigrants, short-term internationals (students, workers, etc.), Asians, the deaf,
and Pacific Islanders.
Dave Shenk, director of Home Ministries for Eastern Mennonite Board of
Missions and Charities of the Mennonite Church, led a workshop, "Strategies
for future outreach to Middle Eastern
Christians." Raymond and Elizabeth
Rohrer, deaf persons themselves, participated actively in the workshop for
evangelism among the deaf. Raymond
is the pastor of the only deaf Mennonite
church in North America, First Deaf
Mennonite Church of Lancaster, Pa.
Rick Stiffney, vice president for Home
Ministries of the Mennonite Board of
Missions of the Mennonite Church,
convened a special meeting of Menno-

nite and Brethren participants. Henry
Schmidt, professor at Mennonite Brethren Seminary in Fresno, Calif., recommended that churches be challenged to
retool overseas workers for assignments
in North American mission. Marie
Moyer noted the extent of Mennonite
Church witness in India and challenged
the church to consider a unique call to
expanded ministry among the thousands
of Hindu people in North America.
Marie works with Asian Indians in
southeastern Pennsylvania.
An informal survey during the Mennonite/Brethren caucus indicated that
on any given Sunday across North
America, Mennonite and Brethren people are worshiping in at least 30 different
languages. The caucus concluded with a
prayer of thanksgiving and praise to
God for the work that God is doing
within our denominations and prayer
for deeper commitment and response to
the great challenge before us.
The largest ethnic group in the United
States is the Hispanic which, according
to the U.S. census projection, will number more than 24 million by 1990. Dr.
Juan Carlos Miranda of Fuller Theological Seminary told a workshop that
19,000 more Hispanic churches are
needed to reach that group.
A new ethnic group in America is that
from Korea which now includes about
one million people. In contrast to the
Hispanic segment, however, the Koreans
are served by a growing number of thriving churches.
Evangelical Visitor

The Japanese, who number over
700,000, on the other hand, have only
165 churches in the United States.
Convocation participants were repeatedly reminded that the presence of such
large groups of people constitutes a
God-given challenge to American Christians. The Rev. Vern Rock of International Missions in New York, for instance, told a workshop dealing with
evangelization of Muslims, "The Islamic
presence here is not a coincidence nor
merely a historical turn of events. It is a
providential opportunity for churches."
Dr. Daniel Sanchez, Associate Professor of Missions at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Texas, contended that American Christians should
welcome the influx to their nation of
people from varied ethnic backgrounds.
He said that the diversity could point to
God's way of evangelizing the world.
The newcomers represent more than
200 ethnic groups. "The world has virtually come to our Jerusalem," Sanchez
suggested. "Never in the history of the
world has one nation sought to evangelize a (more ethnically diverse) group of
people within its border." In supporting
evangelization of ethnic Americans,
Christians should sense that they are
involved in putting in place a "bridge for
evangelizing the world."
John J. Davis, director of International House of Philoxenia, an outreach
to internationals in Lakewood, Colo.,
told conferees that most evangelistic
techniques focus on confronting individuals with what the Bible says about
their sin and their need for repentance.
In evangelizing internationals who might
be antagonistic toward the gospel, he
continued, confrontation never works.
"That's where most Christian witness
stumbles and falls," he said. "If you
debate him (Jesus), they will learn to
hate him. But if you live him, they will
learn to love him."
Referring to the second chapter of
Acts, he said God brought internationals from all over the Roman Empire to
"come and see" the church. Likewise,
Davis said, Christians today should
invite international students to fellowship gatherings where they can see the
way Christians interact. "Here in Houston we can have a Mede or Parthian
over for dinner," said Davis, alluding to
two international groups mentioned in
Acts. "We are to declare to all nations
the wonderful works and acts of God."
The Native American church has
come of age, the Rev. Tom Claus told
the Houston gathering. The Mohawk
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Indian pastor, who is founder of the
Christian Hope Indian Eskimo Fellowship (CHIEF), was one of several Indian
Christian leaders who addressed the
convocation and led workshops.
Claus cited the phenomenal growth
of the church among Navajo Indians
from 1950 to 1977. "The number of their
churches went from 60 to approximately
360," he said, "and from one Christian
believer in every 200 in the tribe to one in
every 13 in the tribe." In the same time,
the number of native pastors has increased from 5 to more than 300.
He cautioned, however, that American Christians face the formidable challenge of evangelizing the 1.5 million
Native Americans in about 500 tribal
entities. Trained native leadership is
essential, he claimed.
American evangelicals have directed
much of their international outreach
overseas, almost to the detriment of
evangelical outreach among ethnic "newcomers in North America." This was the
claim of Don Bjork, Associate Executive Director of World Relief, an interdenominational Christian organization
dedicated to refugee resettlement in
North America. American Christians
must change their priorities to make the
United States an urgent mission field,
Bjork told about 50 workshop participants. Bjork said he thinks American
Christians are 10 years behind trends in
society in even holding the convocation.
Thousands of refugees and other newcomers have been ignored by the church
during the past 10-15 years, lamented
Bjork. Now these people show little
interest in the gospel, he observed.
Refugees who first come to America
are highly responsive to the Christian
gospel, he said. Refugees who struggle
with persecution, loss of home, homeland, and loved ones are searching for
meaning in life, and are open to the love
they see among Christians. "They're
open to almost anything that will give
them hope." With time, however, many
newcomers adapt to the American culture in such a way that materialism and
secularism of Western culture leaves little room for the gospel.
Though evangelicals may have missed
an opportunity to reach thousands of
ethnics with the gospel, they still have an
opportunity to offer more than humanitarian concern to refugees now coming
to the U.S., Bjork asserted. "If we (evangelicals) are to speak strategically, we
must concentrate on the newcomers to
America while they can be reached," he
added. Otherwise, it may be too late.
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Christian Holiness convention:
"Bring healing to society"
The 117th Christian Holiness Convention convened April 23-25, 1985, at
the 2,500-seat Bethany First Church of
the Nazarene, Bethany, Okla. The convention was attended by approximately
700 people, which included 240 registered delegates from the Associations's
17 denominations, 50 educational institutions, and two missionary societies.
Twenty persons represented the five
U.S. regional conferences of the Brethren in Christ Church.
According to attender Simon A. Lehman Brethren in Christ pastor from the
West Shore (Pa.) congregation, "The
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit were ex-

alted in the preaching and seminar
workshops. One was impressed with the
emphasis upon a personal and corporate relationship with God which thrusts
us out to bring healing to a divergent,
disillusioned, dissipated society. Our spirits were lifted by the . . . various musical groups."
The convention theme, "Holiness and
Hope for the 21st Century," was expounded by speakers Dr. Earle Wilson,
General Superintendent of the Wesleyan
Church; Dr. David Le Shana, President
of Seattle Pacific University; and Lt.
Col. Paul Rader, Principal of the Salvation Army Eastern Training College.

Messiah College

baccalaureate nursing curriculum. The
faculty members of the Department of
Nursing were introduced, nursing pins
were distributed, and an address was
given by Dr. Martha E. Rogers.
Maintaining the highest grade-point
average, Nancy A. Peterman (Manheim
Brethren in Christ), a magna cum laude
graduate, was the recipient of the Award
for Academic Excellence in the Department of Nursing. She will be working at
Harrisburg Hospital (Pa.) and plans to
take the hospital's three-month critical
care nursing course. She is the daughter
of Rev. and Mrs. Roy Peterman, Manheim.
Mary P. Thiessen (Grantham congregation) received the Faculty Award
for Excellence in Nursing, an honor
acknowledging her skill in the practice
of nursing. She will begin a part-time
position in September with Susquehanna Nursing Services, Inc. Thiessen also
holds an undergraduate degree in English from California State at Los Angeles.
She and her husband Dr. Jake Thiessen
reside in Mechanicsburg with their two
children.

Commencement marks
close of anniversary year
Closing a year full of anniversary festivities and celebration, Messiah College's 75th commencement exercises on
May 11 welcomed 351 graduates into
alumni ranks. As the largest class in the
College's history, 204 students received
the bachelor of arts degree and 147
received the bachelor of science degree.
The following Brethren in Christ students were members of the class of 1985:
Linda Barrett; Michael Beachy; David
Brandt; Jennifer R. Burkett, magna
cum laude; Cynthia Cassel, cum laude;
Jeffrey Conrady; Donald Crowl; Laura
Dutweiler; Rebecca Engle; Robert Felix;
Scott Frey, cum laude; Barbara Graybill, cum laude; Richard Harley; Tina
Koser, cum laude; Julia Lehman, summa
cum laude; Rae-Ann Lentz, cum laude;
Nance Light; Patty Linn; Richard Love;
Timothy McBeth; Alexander Milleman;
Steady Moono; Lucinda Oswald, summa cum laude; Nancy Peterman, magna
cum laude; Richard Rinard; Cindy
Robinson; Melody Royer; William
Shank; Steven Sides; Cindy Strupp;
Felix Sung; Deborah Tidgwell, summa
cum laude; Delbert Turman; and Wesley Waldron.
First class of nurses pinned
On Friday, May 10, the afternoon
before Commencement, a special pinning ceremony was held in honor of the
first 22 students to complete Messiah's
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Board of Trustees approves budget
Meeting at Messiah's Grantham campus during Commencement weekend,
the Board of Trustees approved a proposed $18 million budget for the 19851986 academic year. Vice President for
Business and Finance Robert Hamilton
noted that increased revenue is expected
from trust and endowment funds, and
increased expenditures have been allotted for institutional financial aid, build-

Dr. Arthur M. Climenhaga was honored
with the "Holiness Exponent of the
Year" Award. (See the May issue of the
Visitor,, page 12.)
In business matters, two resolutions
adopted by the convention urged the
federal government to continue declaring the non-taxable status of charitable
gifts, and to continue declaring the
church parsonage or housing allowance
as non-taxable. A third resolution affirmed the Judeo-Christian belief in the
sanctity of all human life, in the freedom
of every person, and in the moral responsibility of caring for the suffering of
all mankind. (See page 29.)
The C.H.A., with a constituency of
approximately two million people in
America and overseas affiliates, will
host its 118th Annual Convention April
22-24, 1986, in Columbus, Ohio.

ing maintenance for new facilities, and
salaries, wages, and benefits.
The board also approved plans to
improve the aesthetic appearance of the
campus, especially in the area of the
newly constructed Sollenberger Sports
Center. Major features include straightening the curb line in the residential area
of campus and adding and improving
parking facilities around Kline Hall of
Science, Murray Learning Resources
Center, and the Chapel.
Dean's List announced
Semester honors are given to full-time
students who maintain a grade point
average of 3.6 or higher. During the
spring semester, the following 42 Brethren in Christ students were named to the
Dean's List in recognition of their academic achievements:
Linda Barrett, Jeffrey Biesecker,
David Brandt, Faithe Brubaker, Karen
Brubaker, Mindy Brubaker, Winifred
Brubaker, Cynthia Cassel, Kevin Cassel, Sheldon Cober, David Deyhle,
Sharon Doane, Robert Felix, Travis
Fraser, Mark Heise, Jeanne Hess, Jon
Hoffman, Karl Hostetler, Edwin Kessler, Tina Koser, Rebecca Kreider,
Thomas Mann, Crystal Meek, John
Melhorn, Hanford Ndlovu, Steven Newcomer, Lucinda Oswald, Carol Peterman, Lisa Puchalsky, Richard Rinard,
Dwight Schwartz, Jill Seaman, Douglas
Slaymaker, Dianne Spoonhour, Rick
Stence, Marlene Strite, Felix Sung,
Sheryl Thomas, Deborah Tidgwell,
J. C. Trussell, Karen Ulery, and Kathy
Ulery.
Evangelical Visitor
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chutthf nerts
Martha Lady joins
Messiah Village staff
Martha L. Lady has been named as
assistant in the Department of Pastoral
Ministries at Messiah Village. She will
assist Rev. J. Robert Lehman in the area
of Pastoral Counseling.
Undergraduate studies by Martha L.
Lady were done
at Messiah College and Upland
College. She holds
a Masters Degree
in Nursing from
Case Western Reserve University
and has completed
a Masters Degree
ing at Ashland Theological Seminary.
She has served in various positions in
the field of nursing, such as visiting
nurse and an instructor in nursing education. From 1954-74 she served as a
nurse in Zimbabwe (Rhodesia) and Zambia under the Brethren in Christ Board
for Missions.
In addition to her professional services, she has served as a deacon at the
Brethren in Christ Church, Springfield,
Ohio, and on the General Church Committee of the Missions Prayer Fellowship. Currently she is a member of the
Board for Ministry and Doctrine. Her
services at Messiah Village will greatly
enhance the pastoral ministries.

Atlantic Conference
MPF Meets
The Missions Prayer Fellowship of the Atlantic
Conference met on April 27, 1985, at the Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church. The theme for the
day was: "Missions: God's Plan."
Host Pastor Merle Brubaker brought the morning devotional. In his chosen topic, "God's Plan:
Our Response," Dr. J o h n Fries outlined ways of
contacting people with the gospel message. Continuing with the topic, "Missions: Our Response,"
Cathy Light spoke of hers in New York City,
David and Martha Brubaker in Brazil, and J o h n
Graybill in Japan. Jeanette Dourte reported on
the Missions Sewing Auxiliary. The Lancaster
Mixed Quartet and Cathy Light brought special
music. After expenses, the offering of $1280.00
was given to the national M P F project, leadership
training in Zimbabwe.
Next year's meeting will be held at Perkiomen
Valley. The committee for 1985-86: Edna Kreider,
president; Faithe Light, vice president; Sara Herr,
secretary; and Anna Kettering, treasurer.
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Allegheny Conference

Midwest Conference

Rally Day was held by the Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., on Sunday, May 5. The
Greiner Family f r o m Bala Cynwyd were guests for
the day, providing music, ventriloquism, and
preaching. • Ruth and Eber Dourte held a Family
Life Seminar for the Clarence Center, N.Y., congregation on Sunday, May 5.
The Dillsburg, Pa., congregation recently held a
note burning ceremony for their parsonage mortgage. • A series of spiritual gifts workshops was
conducted by the Waynesboro, Pa., congregation.

The Dallas Center, la., congregation recently
engaged in a self-evaluation and outreach focus,
with the assistance of the conference church developer. • Members of the Oklahoma City, Ok.,
congregation traveled to the Bethany Church,
Thomas, Ok., recently to share about their work.
Following a carry-in meal, the group showed
slides and presented their plans for a permanent
facility.
Dr. Arthur Climenhaga was the speaker at a
Bible conference held recently by the Rosebank
Church, Hope, Ks. • The Zion Chuich, Abilene,
Ks., held a carry-in dinner following worship service recently so that the congregation would have
opportunity to fellowship with guests, Bishop
Glenn Ginder and Austin Heise, who represents
the Gideons organization.

Atlantic Conference
A cornerstone service was held by the Conoy
congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa., for a new multipurpose worship center addition. • The Lancaster, Pa., congregation announces that Ed Brainerd
will begin a two-year term as Minister of Christian
Education and Administrative Assistant beginning July 1.
Opportunity is given to grades 1-6 by the Palmyra, Pa., congregation to take an imaginary
journey around the world. Points of interest
visited will be India, Japan, Zambia and South
America. • A work day was planned by the Silverdale, Pa., congregation. It was a time of fellowship with a purpose.

Canadian Conference
A seminar on reconciliation was hosted recently
by the Falls View congregation, Niagara Falls,
Ont. Dr. Ira Eyster conducted the seminar.
Special guests of the Heise Hill congregation,
Gormley, Ont., were Steve and Char Binkley, Fort
Wayne, In. Topics the Binkleys discussed included
"Respect," and "Doing the loving thing whether
you feel like it or not."
The Ridgemount congregation, Hamilton, Ont.,
held a family fun night at the church recently.
Family activities followed the evening meal.

Pacific Conference
The Moreno Valley, Ca., congregation recently
broke ground for a new facility. • A remodeling
project is in the process by the Open Bible congregation, Sunnymead, Ca., Despite having the carpeting and pews out, they report a capacity crowd
on Easter.
The Upland, Ca., congregation held a farewell
party for their high school pastor and wife, Pete
and Sheri Albright.

For The Record...
Births
Alleman: Craig Jay, May 10, 1984; Ernest and
Patricia Alleman, South Mountain Congregation,
Pa.
Alleman: Melissa Ruth, Dec. 30; Charles and
Debbie Alleman, South Mountain congregation,
Pa.
Auker: Tyler John, Feb. 18; Jerry and Rose
Auker, Cedar Grove congregation. Pa.
Berrien: Jon David, May 9; Jon and Dee Berrien, Beulah Chapel congregation, Oh.

Central Conference
The Amherst congregation, Massillon, Oh.,
held a two-day celebration and homecoming to
observe the 25th anniversary of their present
church building. Former pastors and bishops participated in the services. • The Dayton, Oh., congregation reports receiving two persons into membership recently.
A pig roast was held on Memorial Day by the
Highland congregation, West Milton, Oh. This
was a day of recreation, food and fellowship for
the entire congregation. • The Western Hills congregation, Cincinnati, Oh., held a three-day Bible
Conference recently. Dr. William Coker, a missionary with O M S International, was the speaker.

Book: Charlene Alicia, March 29; George and
Nancy Book, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Brubaker: Devon Michael, April 10; Donald
and LuAnn Brubaker, Refton congregation, Pa.
Bundenthal: Tanya Michele, April 19; Donald
and Tammy Bundenthal, West Milton and Valley
Chapel congregations. Oh.
Byers: J o r d o n Todd, May 8; Curtis and Marti
(Groff) Byers, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Davis: Bethany Ann, April 3; David and Linda
Davis, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.
Eaton: Valerie Megan, April 4; Samuel and
Debbie Eaton, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.

(continued on page 25)
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stewardship

Your Money "Doing Double Duty'
The Jacob Engle Foundation, named
for the founder of the Brethren in Christ
Church, is a not-for-profit corporation
whose purpose is to assist in the financing of church facilities and homes for
full-time church employees, and in the
receiving of deferred gifts.
When you invest money in the foundation, your money is "doing double
duty," in the words of Dwight E. Bert,
president of the foundation. First, you
are getting a good return on your investment, and second, you are helping to
accomplish the purpose of the Brethren
in Christ Church, which is "to worship
and obey the triune God, and to proclaim His gospel to all people."
Loan Funds
You may wonder how your money is
used to gain the above objectives. One
division of the Jacob Engle Foundation
is the Brotherhood Loan Fund. A companion agency in the Canadian Conference is the Church Loan Fund. These
ministries lend your funds along with
the investments of many other brothers
and sisters in Christ for construction of
newly planted churches, expanding
churches, and pastoral homes.
Everyone is invited to participate. A
report to the Canadian Regional Conference states that money came in last
year from a child of four as well as from
a venerable church member of 91. Surely
there is latitude here for you and me!
Some persons make loans to the
Loan Funds either interest-free or with
interest reduced. When this is done, the
investor has two options. The savings
can be passed on to a selected borrower
(often a local congregation), or it can be
given to the general loan fund, resulting
in a long-range sharing with all borrowers from the fund. An illustration of the
first option: a Messiah College student
has a reduced-interest loan invested in
the Brotherhood Loan Fund, with the
difference being applied to the principal
of monies borrowed by his home con-
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gregation in the Atlantic Conference.
That level of commitment is most praiseworthy.
One good way to help both the
Brotherhood Loan Fund and the Church
Loan Fund is to leave the earned interest
on deposit. The Canadian Conference
reports that this has been a major source
of new funds. Such interest can, of
course, be withdrawn when the lender
needs it or (as has happened in both loan
funds) it can simply be contributed at a
later time when the lender realizes that
the interest is no longer needed for personal finances. The same thing can be
done with principal.
These loan funds operate very carefully within the laws which have been
written to protect the investor. Added to
that is Christian brotherhood, which
always goes the second mile. Dwight
Bert says that investors in the funds have
the assurance and peace of mind that
come from secure investments.
The combined assets of the two loan
funds stood at almost $16,000,000 as of
December 31, 1984. This is beyond "the
most optimistic forecasts." You are invited to join this great brotherhood
financial force which is helping to "proclaim His gospel to all people." Merlin
Marr, chairman of the Church Loan
Fund, says, "We sense God's blessing on
this fund and give thanks."
Gift Deposit Plan
Another ministry of the Jacob Engle
F o u n d a t i o n , available to the total
brotherhood, is the Gift Deposit Plan. A
unique tool, the plan provides opportunities for charitable giving ordinarily
not available. It operates much like your
personal checking account in that it
gives you the opportunity to disburse
contributed funds to the church or charitable causes of your choice at any time.
Your gift can be anything of value:
cash, real estate, stocks, bonds, mutual
fund shares, farm commodities, promissory notes, or other assets on which a

fair market value can be placed. The
foundation will take care of converting
property to cash so that you can disburse it to your selected charity. You
may make additional contributions to
your account whenever you wish.
As needs arise, you may request disbursements to any tax-exempt agency.
Checks will generally be mailed out
within two days after your request arrives. An annual statement of your
account is sent to you: opening balance,
deposits, disbursements, and closing
balance. In many situations, there is no
service charge.
You receive an income tax deduction
for a charitable gift for the year in which
the gift is made to your account. If your
gift is cash, the deduction may be up to
50 percent of your adjusted gross income. Capital gains tax is avoided when
the gift is appreciated property.
When you participate in the Gift
Deposit Plan, you can make deposits in
high income years and then, as you give
direction, level out your giving into
lower income years.
You also have the option of building
up a fund for a special project and distributing only the investment earnings.
In this way, in effect, you use your
account like a private foundation, but
with more generous tax and other benefits. You can contact one of the Jacob
Engle Foundation offices for full information.
Other Services to You
The loan funds and the Gift Deposit
Plan are only two of the various ways in
which you can have the satisfaction of
making contributions to church ministries along with providing for your own
financial needs and security.
A recent way of investing retirement
funds (for U.S. people) is the selfdirected Individual Retirement Account,
more popularly known as an IRA. Canada also has tax-sheltered plans; Lester
Fretz, Executive Director of the Stew-
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Enterline: Christopher Seth, April 23; Don and
Pam Enterline, Manor congregation, Pa.
Flounlacker: Matthew Robert, April 21; Joseph and Claudia Flounlacker, Refton congregation, Pa.
Fry: Laura Ann, April 30; Steve and Bonnie
Fry, Manor congregation, Pa.
Giroux: Jacquelyn Leann, March 28, Joe and
Cobe Giroux, Houghton congregation, Ont.

by Paul Hostetler
Associate Director of Stewardship
ardship and Finance Office, Canada,
will be pleased to explain them to you.
The Jacob Engle Foundation also has
a Trust Fund. It offers numerous ways
to give to the church through its agencies, boards, and institutions. Individuals, groups of individuals, and even
whole congregations can avail themselves of this opportunity.
In Conclusion
Why not just place (or leave) investments with local banks and trust companies? The answer is simple. When you
invest your funds with them, the profits
go into private pockets. When you
invest them with Brethren in Christ
agencies, any surplus goes toward the
mission of the church. That's worth
doing something about.
For More Information, Contact:
Jacob Engle Foundation, Inc.
Main Office:
Ray Musser, Executive Director
377 North Second Avenue
P.O. Box 1136
Upland, CA 91785
(714) 985-8200
Eastern Office:
Dr. David P. McBeth, Manager
602 Wingert Drive
P.O. Box A
Grantham, PA 17027
(717) 696-2634
Church Loan Fund, Canada
Lester Fretz, Treasurer
Box 207
Vineland, Ontario LOR 2C0
(416) 563-4739

Graybill: Richard Jr., March 31; Richard and
Susan Graybill, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Henschel: Rebecca Ann, Aug. 15,1984; Douglas and Joanna Henschel, South Mountain congregation, Pa.
Homsher: Holly Elizabeth, April 23; Andrew
and Eatha (DeDe) Homsher, Refton congregation, Pa.
Kershner: Katherine Marie, April 17; Tim and
Rhonda Kershner, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Kocher; Matthew Benjamin, April 16; Ben and
Linda Kocher, Free Grace congregation, Pa.
Knowles: Katherine Joy, May 2; Rev. Michael
and June (Barton) Knowles, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Kuntz: Joy Christine, March 11; John and
Dora Kuntz, South Mountain congregation, Pa.
Leaman: Bradley David, April 13; Dave and
Jackie Leaman, Manor congregation, Pa.
Meshey: Matthew Eric and Brandon Michael,
April 12; Rick and Pam (Hess) Meshey, Lancaster
congregation, Pa.
Miller: Laura Nicole, April 22; Rev. David and
Patti Miller, Quebec congregation, Quebec.
Musser: Derek Lynn, May 5; David and Dena
Musser, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Negley: Zachery Paul, Oct. 24, 1984; Wendell
and Lois Negley, South Mountain congregation,
Pa.
Proud: Daniel Sterling, March 5; Ron and
Lynda Proud, Ridgemount congregation, Ont.
Stern: Christy Marie, Aparil 4; Lane and Winnie Stern, South Mountain congregation, Pa.
Stoltzfus: Joel William, April 24; John and
Tammy Stoltzfus, Green Grove congregation, Pa.
Teach: Joshua Bryan, April 6; Rodney and
Lynn Teach, Waynesboro congregation, Pa.
Ward: Thomas Ryan, Nov. 25,1984; Tom and
Donna Ward, Ridgemount congregation, Ont.
Wilson: Robert Michael, April 14; Greg and
Peggy (Hollandsworth) Wilson, Refton congregation, Pa.
Wolfe: Catherine Marie, April 15; Carl and
Cheryl Wolfe, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.
Zeager: Ann Marie, April 23; Ed and Yvonne
Zeager, Cross Roads congregation, Pa.

Weddings
"This article is neither an offer to sell nor a
solicitation of an offer to buy the instruments described therein. An offer can only be made by the
Prospectus."
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Esh-Lapp: Susan, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Melvin Lapp, Kinzer, Pa., and Samuel, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Jacob Esh, New Providence, Pa., April
27 in the Refton Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. John Arthur Brubaker officiating.
Murphy-Brosius: Cathy Louise, daughter of
Mrs. Peggy Brosius, Willow St., Pa., and the late
Edgar J. Brosius Jr., and John Edward Jr., son of

Mr. and Mrs. John Murphy, Lancaster, Pa., April
27 in the Manor Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. John B. Hawbaker officiating.
Peachey-Byler: Christine, daughter of Mrs.
Nancy Byler and the late Wilmer Byler, and Dennis, son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Peachey, April
20 in the Locust Grove Mennonite Church with
Rev. Gerald Peachey and M. Eugene Heidler
officiating.
Slick-Martin: Karla Ann, daughter of Lester
and Ruth Martin, and J. Robert Slick Jr., son of
John and Fannie Slick, March 30 in the Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church with Revs.
A. G. Brubaker and Jim Beechey officiating.
Whitten-Gambill: Kim Gambill, Bradford,
Oh., and Tim Whitten, West Milton, Oh., April 27
in the Pleasant Hill Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Tim Herr officiating.
Wolgemuth-Heitzman: Laura, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel L. Heitzman, Paxinos, Pa.,
and Jesse L., son of Mr. and Mrs. John W. Wolgemuth, Mount Joy, Pa., April 6 in the Grace
Independent Chapel with Revs. Dale H. Engle
and Larry Carpenter officiating.
Young-Goodhart: D e b o r a h , d a u g h t e r of
Douglas and Sandra Goodhart, and Timothy
Bruce, son of Clyde and Wilma Young, April 20 in
the Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church with
Revs. Ralph Palmer and A. Graybill Brubaker
officiating.
Zaring-Beaver: Christine, daughter of Stanley
Beaver and Mrs. Lois Erney, and Curt, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Edward Zaring, March 16 in the Cedar
Grove Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. M.
Eugene Heidler officiating.

Obituaries
Lauver: Blanche Lauver, Lancaster Co., Pa.,
born Feb. 16, 1902, died April 1, 1985. She was
married to Miles S. Lauver who survives. Also
surviving are seven sons: Robert, Carl L., William
K., D. Eugene, Paul, Ronald, and Miles Jr.; two
daughters: Betty Keller and Evelyn Shenk; two
brothers; and a sister. She was a member of the
Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church. Rev.
John Hawbaker and Rev. Roy Peterman conducted separate memorial services.
Masemer: Frank E. Masemer, East Berlin, Pa.,
born Dec. 8, 1926, died March 19, 1985. He was
the son of Edna Chronister Masemer who survives
and the late Harry E. Masemer. He was married to
Marian Weaver Masemer who survives. Also surviving are seven children: George A., Stephen E.,
J. Douglas, Deborah Kern, Linda Aiello, Martha,
and Mycala Lake; ten grandchildren; a brother;
and two sisters. He was a member of the Morning
Hour Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. James Esh
conducted the funeral service. Interment was in
Mummert's Meeting House Cemetery, Abbottstown, Pa.
Warnick: Elsie D. Warnick, Springfield, Oh.,
born June 17, 1905, died April 6,1985. She was the
daughter of Robert and Cora Jones. She was
married to Harry Warnick who preceded her in
death in 1949. She is survived by a son, James D.;
four grandchildren; and seven great-grandchildren. Two daughters; two sons; three sisters; and
two brothers also preceded her in death. She was a
member of the Beulah Chapel Brethren in Christ
Church where the funeral service was conducted
by Revs. Kenneth Gibson and Carl Ulery. Interment was in Glenn Haven Memorial Gardens.
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Ecology and Hunger:

Protecting cropland
This is thefifth in a series on "ecology
and hunger" written by Art Meyer,
MCC Development Education Office.
In the preceding column I discussed
the first step toward a sustainable world—
population stabilization. Protecting the
cropland that produces the food needed
to support today's 4.8 billion people is a
second step.
A growing population has a doubleedged effect on cropland. It demands
more food and more cropland on which
to grow that food. And yet this same
growing population builds more houses,
buildings, and highways on the land
needed to grow food.
We are losing arable cropland by
urbanization, industrialization, strip
mining, erosion, desertification and improper irrigation.
Extent of the loss
A recent United Nations Report, The
World Environment
1972-1982, indicates the annual loss of agricultural land
worldwide is over 36 million acres: 20
million by urban and industrial encroachment, 7 million by erosion, 4.5 million
by desertification and 4.5 million by
toxification.
The United States Department of
Agriculture in its study, Where Have All
the Farmlands Gone?, concludes that
about three million acres of America's
farmlands are urbanized each year—a
rate of 320 acres each hour.
The American Farmland Trust says
that "if the current rate of loss continues,
there will be no prime farmland left in
Florida, New Hampshire, and Rhode
Island in less than 20 years. As population continues to grow, more and more
cropland will be paved over, built on,
strip mined and flooded over."
One agricultural observer says, "When
farmland goes, food goes. Asphalt is the
land's last crop."
The asphalt of the city and parking lot
is not the only enemy. The Global 2000
Report states by the year 2000, "serious
deterioration of agricultural soils will
occur worldwide due to erosion, loss of
organic matter, desertification, salination, alkalization, and water logging.
Already an area of cropland and grassland the size of Maine is becoming
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wasteland each year and the spread of
desert-like conditions is likely to accelerate."
Wind and water steal cropland. According to a study done by the U.S.
Office of Technological Assessment, "every year the nation's cropland erodes at
an average rate of 7 tons per acre. Yet
soil is thought to form at the rate of only
0.5 ton per acre per year." America's soil
is being eroded over 10 times faster than
it is being formed.
Lester Brown, president of Worldwatch Institute and chief author of a
study called State of the World 1984,
says: "The world is faring poorly in
efforts to conserve s o i l . . . . Soil conservation contrasts sharply with oil conservation where scores of countries have
compiled impressive records in recent
years. But there is no parallel with soil
conservation even though soil is a far
more essential resource."
In overpopulated areas of Africa,
Asia, and Latin America, cropland degradation is due to improper irrigation,
reduced fallow periods, cultivation of
steep and marginal lands and reduced
cover vegetation. The increased burning
of dung and crop wastes for domestic
fuel deprives that land of nurtrients and
reduces the soil's ability to hold moisture.
The world's arid regions are expected
to become deserts as increasing numbers
of people need more livestock range,
cropland and wood fuel.
The world is also losing irrigated
land, which is about 15 percent of the
world's arable land. About half of this
irrigated land is already damaged by salination, a process in which salts evaporated from irrigation water concentrate
in and on the surface soil, ultimately
destroying the land's productivity. This
loss is critical because irrigated land
generally produces more food than nonirrigated land.
As we lose arable land, we also lose
food. Albert Gray, MCC worker in
Somalia, reports there were 3.4 people
per harvestable acre in Somalia in 1970;
in 1980 there were 4.1.
In 1970 Somalian farmers produced
0.8 ton of grain per person; in 1980 only
0.5 ton. In 1970 they produced 16
pounds of vegetables and 183 pounds of

milk; in 1980 they produced 10 pounds
of vegetables per person and 122 pounds
of milk.
Gray observes that because of this
decrease in per capita food production,
Somalia is forced to import large quantities of food, which leads to more and
more economic stress.
By the year 2000 it is expected that
there will be only half as much arable
cropland available per person worldwide as there was in 1970. It is not difficult to see why the World Bank estimated that the number of hungry people
in poor countries of the world could rise
from 500 million in 1970 to 1.3 billion in
2000.
What can we do?
Food, like oil, is a global commodity.
The excessive loss of topsoil anywhere
ultimately affects food availability everywhere. It is imperative that we face
squarely the problems of cropland loss
and degradation.
As Christians we can:
• support community and government policies that encourage the 2.4
percent of North Americans still farming to practice resource conservation.
• encourage community farmland
preservation policies.
• adopt a conservation-minded lifestyle.
• correlate Bible teachings on stewardship with conservation practices.
• plant trees.
• practice regenerative, sustainable
agriculture.
• restore degraded, worn-out land.
• build dwellings on land that is not
prime cropland.
• become an agricultural worker or
support people and agencies involved in
development.

40th C.P.S. Reunion
The 40th reunion of Civilian Public Service, Eastern District, will be
held Aug. 3-4,1985, on the campus
of Eastern Mennonite College, Harrisonburg, Va. Activities begin Saturday afternoon. Business meeting
will be Saturday evening with worship Sunday morning. Meals and
lodging available on campus. Contact person: Harold D. Lehman, 1068
College Avenue, Harrisonburg, Va.
22801.
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Onesinyus
F o r the last several months, I have
been writing to you about relationships
within the family and the church. Since
July is a m o n t h for patriotic holidays in
the United States and Canada, I would
like to explore another issue with you
that has become a preoccupation with
Christians in the 20th century—politics.
I find it interesting that in your letters,
you don't spend much time discussing
politics. In fact, you seem to be quite at
peace with the R o m a n Empire of your
day. In your letter to the church at
Rome, you said that Christians should
abide by the laws of the rulers. Yet later
in your century, political issues did
plague the church. Christians were faced
with whether or not to worship the
emperor and declare "Caesar is Lord."
Indeed, your colleague J o h n expressed a
different attitude toward government
than you did; in Revelation he represented government as the beast.
Christians today are not required to
worship the government as they were in
the days shortly after you lived. Yet in
many circles there is an elevation of
government to a place beside God. In
the United States, we tend to identify
God with America. I have a Bible that
has an introduction with one page devoted to each of the presidents of the
United States, complete with a large picture and brief description of his Christian virtues.
This tendency to identify God with
America grows f r o m understandable
motives. Christians perceive that the
moral foundations of our world are
crumbling. There is a crusade to restore
Christian values. That is all good. Yet
this crusade tends to identify Christian
values with conservative political beliefs.
The issues that these Christians stress
are the issues of the conservative politicians: they are against abortion and
pornography and for capital punishment and a strong national defense.
One political organization with obvious conservative religious connections
is called the "Moral Majority." This
g r o u p vocally espouses conservative
political values. It has raised millions of
dollars in support, much of which has
been used in a media blitz, sharing its
message.
This has caused a dilemma for many
sincere Christians. How about believers
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Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother,
everything that is happening here.

who is one of you . . . will tell you
Colossians

who do not agree with some or all of the
tenets of this "Moral Majority"? Are
they immoral? Are they a minority?
How about those biblical issues which
the Christian right overlooks or at least
de-emphasizes? How does a Christian
formulate political beliefs and then act
on them in the 20th century? I would be
interested in your speaking from another
century and a different cultural tradition. But let me make some suggestions;
I invite your response.
First, we should realize that a Christian can mix liberal politics and conservative theology. Our Lord himself chose
both the politically liberal Simon (the
zealot) and the politically conservative
Matthew (the publican) to be his disciples. Both of these individuals were able
to accept Jesus' teachings. Most Brethren in Christ are conservative theologically, as evidenced by our high view of
Scripture. Yet a number of us are
uncomfortable with many conservative
political views of the Christian right.
For example, the militarism of the Christian right contradicts our deeply-held
belief in nonresistance. We must learn
that we need not accept the political
views of the Christian right just because
we are conservative evangelical Christians.
Second, we must not allow the Christian media to determine our values. The
media explosion has exposed us to
much Christian programming, television
being an obvious example. Many of us
are avid consumers of this media; for
some, it is their only exposure to political ideas. There is a tendency to think
that because the programming is "Christian," the political views expressed must
also be Christian. But they are often
more patriotic than Christian. We should
not accept these ideas uncritically, but
evaluate them in light of biblical truth.
This anticipates my last point.
Third, we must strive to be biblical
Christians. I believe the greatest weakness of the Christian right is its inconsistency, on certain points, with Scripture.
The Christian right emphasizes opposition to abortion and pornography.
T h e s e p o s i t i o n s d o seem s c r i p t u r ally accurate, although they are not
directly addressed in Scripture. It does
not seem, however, that the attitudes of
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the Christian right toward defense and
capital punishment are so clearly based
on biblical principles. The admonition
of the prophets to rely on God, not on
military power, seems to contradict the
stress on a strong national defense. The
clear biblical themes of repentance,
mercy, and reconciliation at least question the attitudes of the Christian right
about capital punishment.
Perhaps a more serious shortcoming
of the Christian political right is not its
misinterpretation of Scripture, but the
parts of Scripture it overlooks. Completely disregarded are the message of
justice by the prophets and Jesus' words
about loving enemies and peacemaking.
Biblical Christians need to condemn not
only the sins of abortion and pornography, but also the sins of militarism,
racism, and sexism. Christians need to
be more biblical than is the popular
Christian right.
In many circles, Christianity is tied
very closely to patriotism, seeming to
render to Caesar what is rightfully
God's. One Christian said that he could
not conceive of anything that his country could ask him to do that he would
refuse. Such blind patriotism is certainly
not Christian. For most of us, there is
some point at which we would say "no"
to our government. Nearly all believers
would dissent if their government were
to say they could not be practicing
Christians or if they could not speak of
their faith with others. Martin Luther
King dissented when his government enforced prejudiced sanctions against
blacks. E. J. Swalm dissented when his
government required him to enter the
military. Such decisions must be made
on a sincere attempt to hear and understand God's word to us.
Unfortunately, Paul, we don't know
what happened to you after your final
trip to Rome, or how you may have
suffered at the hand of the maniac
emperor Nero. Maybe you identify very
well with our struggles in the 20th century. Certainly you would agree that we
need the insight of the Holy Spirit to
determine when to support political
structures and when to dissent. May
God grant us his Spirit.
Onesimus
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If it is to be
It is up to me.

'Share the Hope'
Daily readings that
define "hope" and
illustrate how to share it.
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Matthew 17:14-21
Matthew 21:18-22
Matthew 23:15-23
Mark 2:1-5
Mark 5:25-34
Mark 10:46-52
Luke 7:1-9
Luke 17:5-10
Luke 17:11-19
Luke 18:1-8
Luke 22:31-34
Acts 3:11-16
Acts 6:1-8
Acts 11:19-24
Acts 14:1-10
Acts 14:19-22
Acts 15:6-12
Acts 16:1-5
Acts 26:12-18
Romans 1:8-12
Romans 1:13-17
Romans 3:21-26
Romans 3:27-31
Romans 4:1-8
Romans 4:9-12
Romans 4:13-22
Romans 5:1-5
Romans 9:30-33
Romans 10:1-13
Romans 10:14-21
Romans 11:11-21
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Romans 12:3-8
Romans 14:1-7
Romans 14:14-23
1 Cor. 2:1-5
1 Cor. 15:12-19
1 Cor. 16:13-16
2 Cor. 1:15-24
2 Cor. 4:7-15
2 Cor. 5:1-7
2 Cor. 8:1-7

Used by permission of the National Association
of Evangelicals, Box 28, Wheaton, IL 60187.
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I first saw those 10 little words on a
billboard outside a community fire station. No doubt those who erected the
sign wanted to evoke a feeling of personal responsibility for what happens in
the community. They probably wanted
to emphasize the role that each citizen
plays in the success of a community—
everyone is responsible to participate in
accomplishing the common good.
I know the point of the saying, and I
agree with it. Yet, when I apply it to the
particular circumstances of my own life,
my feelings are somewhat ambivalent.
The motto suits my activist tendencies,
my lifelong desire to be involved, to participate in what's going on and not sit
idly by wringing my hands in despair
when things don't go well. But it also
reminds me of my tendency to take on
responsibility for things that simply are
not my responsibility, to control what
isn't mine to control, and then to feel
guilty when I can't achieve the results I
think I should.
Lots more would get done in the
world if everyone acted on the absolute
truth of that saying. Too often, people
wait for others to do what they themselves ought to be doing. Many, including myself, are often gripped by some
kind of inertia, paralyzed into inaction,
needing a w h o - k n o w s - w h a t - k i n d - o f
shove to get us going out of the ruts in
which we find ourselves. There are also
times, however, when knowing full well
that I have responsibilities and that it is
indeed up to me to act, I get tired of
having to take the initiative. I sometimes
feel weighed down by the responsibility
implied in this nice-sounding little motto.
Deeply ingrained in me is a highlydeveloped sense of responsibility. Part
of it comes from my Brethren in Christ
heritage. Service and action as a response to faith are integral parts of our
theology and we take a dim view of
so-called armchair Christians. I wouldn't
want to change that. But another part
results f r o m my adopting patterns of
behavior I observed in my childhood
and adolescence. Some also comes f r o m
the fact that as a child and then an adolescent, I often felt like there was no one
around who understood enough of what

I was going through to help me and so I
had to muddle through completely on
my own. Sometimes that worked out
fine, but other times I think it produced
the seeds of the negative feelings I now
have when I find myself assuming more
responsibility t h a n any one person
should be expected to assume.
Sorting out the things for which I
legitimately bear some responsibility
f r o m those for which I can relinquish
responsibility is very hard for me. Obviously, for example, I am responsible to
care for my husband and children; the
success of my marriage and the wellbeing of my children depend to a large
extent on what I do. However, I k n o w
that I can't and shouldn't be everything
they want or need—no one person can
possibly do that for someone else even
though I've carefully felt the weight of
that at times! They are responsible for
themselves, and even to some extent for
me, too. When it comes to family life, "if
it is to be, it is up to all of us."
This is not to deny that one person
has the power to effect great things, but I
think our strong conviction in the truth
of that assertion can put undue pressure
on individuals to perform, and can
detract f r o m a sense of mutual responsibility. There is an individualism implied
in the saying which seems to contradict
the mutuality, corporateness, and brother/sisterhood that ought to characterize
relationships—especially those in the
family and in the church.
Working together with other supportive, caring people in a corporate effort
to achieve a goal helps to free me f r o m
my compulsion to assume more responsibility than I should. Knowing the long
struggle I've had with feeling more
responsibility than I am capable of handling, I welcome anything that frees me
and distributes the weight of responsibility more evenly. So, while having that
billboard saying firmly entrenched in
my mind has spurred me to take action
on some things I've been putting off and
waiting for others to do, I still feel
uncomfortable with the burden it places
on individuals—especially ones with overworked consciences like mine. I'd prefer
a motto which emphasizes responsibility-sharing and cooperation rather than
individualism.

pb/oebt
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dialogue
The role of women
in the church
by Brenda Brubaker
One question the Brethren in Christ
Church has continually dealt with is the
involvement of women in the church.
The church has never really come to any
consensus on the matter because there is
such a wide range of opinion. On the
one hand, there are those who recognize
the autonomy of women in the Brethren
in Christ Church, and on the other
hand, there are those who do not accept
nor fully believe in the leadership potential in women. There has been, however,
a general trend toward accepting greater
involvement of women in the Brethren
in Christ Church, particularly in the
area of leadership. Still, the administrative positions have a poor representation of women. This is due in part to the
church not fully accepting women as
leaders, but it is also due to the fact that
women have not taken the initiative to
become leaders.
In the early Brethren in Christ
Church, women were not even considered when it came to church leadership.
A woman was not to be above a man.
Instead, hers was the more supportive
and submissive role. She was, at times, a
mere birthing vessel that cooked and
cleaned as added functions. Granted,
there were those who probably did recognize the leadership potential in
women, but the fact still remains that
the Brethren in Christ Church did not
allow women to use their potential to
their fullest. Such was the case of Frances Davidson. Miss Davidson was a
woman who unquestionably displayed
great leadership potential. Educationally she qualified in that she had earned
a degree; she was the first Brethren in
Christ member to earn a degree. Miss
Davidson had worked hard and had
accomplished much on the mission field
in Africa. Still, the foreign mission
board insisted that a man needed to be
in charge. According to Dr. Sider in his
book Nine Portraits, Frances Davidson
had to deal with the frustrations she felt
Brenda Brubaker is a student at Messiah
College. This article was written for a class
on Brethren in Christ Life and
Thought
taught by Dr. E. Morris Sider.

July 1985

being under the leadership of a man
whose abilities were in many respects
inferior to hers.*
Fortunately, the church today shows
a greater respect for women. They are
now officially recognized as delegates to
General Conference, they have been
elected as members of boards, and have
even been elected as deaconesses in a few
cases. At the same time, the church still
expects the minister's wife to "support'
her husband and help the deacons' wives
bake communion bread. Women are
still recruited to play the piano or organ
and to lead children's worship. And of
course they are still applauded for the
excellent fellowship meals they prepare.
Indeed, these services are most commendable, but women's abilities extend
beyond the kitchen and the nursery.
It cannot be denied that God has
given women gifts and abilities that can
be used in leadership positions. If a
woman has the ability or gift to be a
leader, is she to hide it or not use it
because the Brethren in Christ Church
does not expect her to use it? Again, the
church's response is not definite. The
church has not fully decided if a woman
should be allowed to be in "important
positions."
Noninvolvement of women in administrative positions is not totally the fault
of the church. In many respects, it is due
to the fact that women have not taken
the initiative. One reason may be that
they do not wish to be associated with

Christian Holiness Association

the "secular" woman's movement. It is
unfortunate that women's negative reactions to the movement have clouded
their understanding of their role in the
church. Women who become administrators are using their gifts for the work
of the church. "Equality" may not be the
primary consideration. It is a woman's
prerogative to glorify God by using her
gifts. Those gifts may be in administration or ministry. Would God really condemn someone who is doing the work of
the church because that person happens
to be the "wrong" gender? Some women
may also be afraid that the traditional
structure of the church will break down
and thus weaken the church. It is hard to
imagine a church weakening because all
the members decided to do the work
they were called to do.
The church needs to come to a consensus on the issue of women leaders.
The Brethren in Christ cannot sidestep
the issue. There is so much that women
could do in the Brethren in Christ
Church if given a better opportunity.
Meanwhile, women need to take the
initiative to become involved in administrative functions. Men and women
both have been called to do the work of
the church, and each one has been given
certain gifts and abilities for that purpose. They are to be used as God has
commanded.
*Sider, Morris. Nine Portraits: Brethren in
Christ Biographical Sketches. Nappanee: Evangel
Press, 1978. p. 176.

Resolution

Human Rights and Human Hunger
Inasumch as humanity around the world is being threatened by (1) the
increase of human hunger as a result of growing poverty and famine; and (2)
the mounting depersonalization of people and insensitivity to the sanctity of
life as evidenced in practices of genocide, terrorism, racism, abortion, child
abuse, and war,
Therefore the Christian Holiness Association affirms the Judeo-Christian
belief in the sanctity of all human life, in the freedom of every person, and in
the moral responsibility of caring for the suffering of all mankind.
The Association further encourages all the constituent bodies of the Christian Holiness Association to call upon their respective leadership and
members to expend their resources in caring for the poor, feeding the hungry,
and championing the cause of freedom for all who are oppressed.
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To be considered for
publication,
letters must be signed
and should be 300 words or less.

readers fespond
When 1 read Phoebe's article "I Get
Ma-a-a-ad!" (March Visitor), I was disturbed. I thought of writing at once but
thought surely someone would write
and express the concern I felt. Since I
haven't seen any letters, I thought there
should be at least one.
It seems Phoebe is making allowance
for anger and not recognizing that it is
sin. She says she should not allow her
anger to make her do something wrong.
In Ephesians 4:31 and Colossians 3:8,
anger is listed with other sins to be put
away. Surely if God asks us to do this,
He has grace to make this possible and
cleansing for this sin as well as all others.
1 John 1:7 makes it clear that the blood
cleanses from all sins.
I always read the Visitor f r o m cover
to cover.
Ruth Keller
Dallas Center, Iowa
Praise God for the exciting life he has
called us to. (This note was included
with some church
news.—ed.)
The Visitor continues to stand firm
on biblical principles. I appreciate the
articles each month.
Mrs. A. Krempin
Kitchener, Ontario
I can tell you that the June issue of the
Visitor brought joy to me, especially
Phoebe's Journal, Onesimus, and the
editorial.
They all spoke directly to three areas
that I am working on in my own life—

discipling my child; juggling my schedule as wife, mother, and individual; and
evaluating my service—my Christian
life.
Thank you for including practical
advice on daily Christian living.
Sharon Charles Reimer
Syracuse, IN
To renew or not to renew?
I do not want to continue receiving
the Visitor any longer, therefore I a m
not sending payment for another year. I
do not get much out of the articles. Such
high tuned language, big words, it is not
like it used to be, "a blessing." So just
take my name off the list please.
Mrs. H. J.
Hillsboro, KS

I a m sorry I haven't informed you
sooner but my wife and I have decided
to subscribe to M o o d y Monthly and
don't have time to read both magazines.
Perhaps some day in the future we
will pick up our renewal again.
D. W.
Port McNicoll, Ontario
Last year I sent an introductory subscription of the Visitor to my daughter.
She wrote she is enjoying it, so I want to
extend her subscription for her. Thank
you for an excellent periodical. Onesimus and Phoebe are great.
Mrs. Mary Heise
Hiawatha, KS

(Editor's note: the following
three
letters were received some time ago, but
due to space restrictions, were not published until this issue.)
I am writing concerning the three top
pictures on page 17 of the May issue of
the Visitor. To me they are a disgrace to
the Word of God. 1 Timothy 2:9, also
Deuteronomy 22:5.
Catherine V. Hock
Ortonville, MI
In the April issue of the Visitor there
is a misquote of Scripture on page 5, in
the article "Confronting Christ." The
Scripture was quoted "Truly this m a n
was a son of God." It should have been
"Truly this man was the son of God." I
think that is very misleading. Hope you
will bear with me bringing this to your
attention.
Martha Long
Dundas, Ontario
Thanks so much for the article "The
Gospel and the Bomb," published in the
March issue of the Visitor. I appreciate
the clarity of your position on peace.
The quality of the Visitor is impressive.
Ernest L. Boyer
Princeton, N J
(Coming from the president of the Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement
of Teaching, the compliment is impressive.—ed.)
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Breaking stride
I padded down the country road at a sluggish pace. It was a hot day to be jogging twelve
miles.
I had never run that far before. But when I
passed the ten-mile mark I decided to push on
and reach for twelve big ones.
My feet hurt. My legs weighed 300 pounds.
My lungs ached.
As I moved into the final mile I watched an
approaching car slow down. The passenger
lowered her window.
"Pardon me," she called. "Could you tell us
where . . . ."
"I can't stop," I panted. And ran on.
Had they been going in my direction, moving along beside me while I ran, I would have
helped gladly. But, no, they wanted me to stop,
to break stride.
It angered me. Couldn't they see I was giving my all to get somewhere? Didn't they know
that you never, never interrupt a runner?
I made my twelve-mile goal standing up.
But victory tasted sour. I kept thinking of the
people in the car and my refusal to stop. I began
to compare myself to the Levite in the parable of
the Good Samaritan.
It's easy to chase achievement, to be goaloriented. "Don't bother me, I want to get this
done before dinner." "Can't talk now, I'm in a
hurry." "Let's make it some other time, I'm too
busy this week."
Obsession with success produces an inflexible pace. Earnestly, we pad down the road panting to those we pass, "I can't stop. I can't talk. I
can't come. I can't help. I can't . . . ."
Many goals are worthy. And establishing
and maintaining momentum is important. But
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the good can be twisted. Our programs and projects can keep us from people.
When Jesus set out on the road for Jerusalem and the cross, he encountered many interruptions. He had good reason to run by. But he
stopped. Again and again he stopped.
He stopped to reason with his critics. He
stopped to bless the children. He stopped to
plead with the rich young ruler. He stopped to
talk with his friends. He stopped to help Bartimaeus. He stopped to have dinner with Zacchaeus.
And later, alone with his disciples, he
stopped to wash their feet.
Breaking stride is what servanthood is all
about. And we who follow Jesus have been
called to serve those we encounter along the way:
"I have given you an example, that you also
should do as I have done to you" (John 13:15
RSV).
My twelve-mile run occurred one year ago.
Recently, while jogging, I had a similar experience with another person seeking information.
Again, the car approached and the window went
down.
"I'm sorry to break your stride," the woman
said, "but can you tell me where . . . ."
I stopped.
And it didn't even bother me that the
answer to her question was clearly visible on a
sign only thirty feet away.
When I finished my course a few minutes
later, I felt refreshed and renewed. I think it had
something to do with breaking stride.
G. Roger Schoenhals
Former editor of Light and Life, The Free Methodist's
denominational magazine, Roger Schoenhals lives in Seattle, Washington.
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Motivated giving
by Lewis B. Sider

"Give, and it shall be given unto
you; good measure, pressed down,
and shaken together, and running
over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that
ye mete withal it shall be measured
to you again" Luke 6:38 (KJV).
Giving is a subject that is very
close to my heart. Sometime ago I
sent an article to the Visitor that was
later published about increased giving as an alternative to paying war
taxes. This is an attempt to go
beyond that.
First, we should consider our reasons for giving. Are we giving altruistically because of our love for
the Lord, or might our motives be
more selfish such as tax advantage
or the praise of men? The great need
should be enough reason for giving.
The specter of mass starvation, the
needs of the missions fields, and the
need to meet the requests of all of
our church agencies should provide
incentive for us to do our best.
Second is our need to fulfill the
Lord's demands upon our lives and
to give ourselves effectively and vicariously for others. We need the
release and blessing that comes from
giving as much as the recipient may
need the gift. "Freely ye have received, freely give" is an injunction
designed as much for our blessing as
it is to meet the great needs. The
Lord himself who owns the cattle on
a thousand hills could easily find
other means to meet the need, but he
has chosen us as the means to carry
out his plan.
The benefits of tax deduction have
been stressed very much in order to
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get people to give. Just recently we
received a communication from a
Christian organization that included
this statement, "I bet you wish you
had given more last year." The writer
was, of course, putting in a plug for
giving to his organization, and he
was assuming that the average reader
had not nearly met his limit in tax
deductible giving. However, I know
some people who have gone over the
limit and have had large carry-overs
from year to year in their reporting
for taxes.
Another point to consider is what
reaction we would have if the tax
deduction advantages of giving were
taken away from us. I have been
coming to grips with this possibility,
and I pray that the Lord would help
me to follow his leading in giving
whether I receive a tax advantage or
not.
Coming to the real crunch and
purpose of this article, we need to
support our church ministries. General Conference passed the concept
of Cooperative Ministries, and it is
now our responsibility to try to
make this work. There are some who
may wish to give to a particular
church agency, and we cannot deny
this privilege without discouraging a
considerable block of giving. I would
suggest a workable formula something like this: Let each of us give a
tithe to the local congregational treasury. Then, if some wish to give to
individual agencies, let it be in addition to the tithe. Our goal should be
to encourage each member to give at
least the tithe.
There are some who go well be-

yond the tithe in their total giving.
Some may give a second, or a third
tithe and even beyond that. Others
hesitate, feeling that they cannot
afford even a tithe. The point I wish
to make is that the blessing we
receive from giving so far exceeds
the difficulties that we should want
to do our best to honor the Lord in
our giving.
We sometimes hear it said that
when we tithe, the Lord helps us to
get along better with the nine-tenths
than if we had kept it all for ourselves. Some who haven't tried this
find it hard to believe it to be true,
but I can testify that the premise
does work. At one point in our lives
we had a short lapse, but it didn't last
long. We were serving under the
Home Mission Board with a very
small allowance as remuneration. I
reasoned that since we were giving
our time, maybe the Lord would let
us off from giving the tithe, but it
didn't work that way. We didn't feel
right about it and soon returned to
our pattern of tithing which we have
followed as a lifelong practice ever
since. In fact, the Lord has blessed us
beyond what we could have imagined, and we have found blessing
and satisfaction in going on to higher
levels of giving.
Let me summarize by saying that
the need for giving is great, and we
can become happier Christians
whose blessing will far exceed our
expectations if we will follow the
Lord in the matter of giving. If we
give meagerly, we will receive meagerly, but if we give abundantly, we
will receive good measure, pressed
down, and shaken together, and
running over. For with the same
measure that we give it shall be given
to us again.
•
Lewis and Gladys Sider are residents of
Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
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